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APOLOGY 


T HE greater part of theſe Ser- 
mons having been delivered at the 
Chapel of Tunbridge-Wells; and 
received by that great and reſpect- 
able Audience, with a candor that 
can be equalled only by their piety 
and liberality on all other occaſions, 
the Editor of them finds himſelf 
happy in this opportunity of ex- 
preſſing his ſenſe of them; and of 
many, very many other favors for 
ſucceeding years, continually be- 


ſtowed upon ſervices vaſtly over- 
rated, 4 2 He 


i APOLOG Y; 


He wiſhes to offer a moſt ſerious 
Apology to that very numerous, 
and highly diſtinguiſhed Liſt of 
Perſonages that have honor'd the 
humble performance, with their 
names and encouragement, for that 
very long, and almoſt unpardona- 
ble delay in the publication of 
theſe Sermons.----He hopes he has 
credit enough with them to be be- 
lieved, when he declares, that it 
has originated from cauſes far be · 
yond his contraul, 
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Seeing God as he is, one great conſlituent 

of the bleffedneſs of the other world. 
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We ſhall be like Him, for we ſhall ſec 

Him as He is. 

SERMON IV. 

How the writmgs of Moſes, and the Pro 

þhets ought to be applied, in order to 

eſtabliſh the credibility of the Chriſttan 
doctrine, 

Sr. LUKE, xxiv. 27. 


And beginning at Moſes, and all the 
Prophets, he expounded unto them 
in all the Scriptures the Things con- 
cerning IIimſelf. 
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How long doſt thou make us to doubt! 


If thou be the Chriſt, tell us plainly. 
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SERMON VI. 
The impoſſibility of performing acceptable 


ſervice; with affethions divided, between 
God and Baal. 


1 KINGS, xvili. 21. 


And Eljah came unto all the People, 
and ſaid unto them, —How long halt 


ye between two Opinions? —lt the 
Lord be God, follow him ;—but if 
Baal, then follow him. 


SERMON VII. 
The Danger of Selj-decetl, 


1 CORIN iii. 18. 
Let no Man deceive himſelf. 
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The duties of reſignation, and the de- 
fendance upon the Providence of God, 


recommended. 
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For I know whom I have believed. 


% —_ RO IS 
* — — . 8 = 
FT hey 


1 
0 


— -” 
_ 


* 

5 

*% - 
1 
0 
134 
$* 42 
' [ 
' 
* 
* . 
* T 
Po | 
4 | * 
] "LY 
— 
F141] 
N. 
: * » 
04.474 | 
*. TT 
| v4 
. 

, 
. 
1 

- 
* 1 
* 1 
„ if 
* . 
* is 
nl 
WT, l 
«918 
11 
A 
We! 
o Y- 
aol. [ 
x il 
_—” , 
: 
1 al ' 
409 : 
3 | 
( 4 if 
nn. 
473 
My pt , 
wh me 

' ** 

0 19. 

0 | Fr 

ö 0 
. 
* 1 
4 1 
if 


| 
4 
18 
AP 
N 


* 
> A 7 4 
„% — 

7 —_— -m__ * — 


CONT ENT 5. 


SERMON IX. 
Preached on the day appointed for 3 
general thankſgrwing, for the Peace 
concluded m the year 1783. 
2 SAMUEL, xxiv. 16, 


The Lord repented him of the Evil; 
and ſaid to the Angel that deſtroyed 
the People,—It is enough ;—Stay 
now thine Hand. | 


SERMON X. 
Charity our great conſolation in the tint 
of fickne/s. 
PSALM, xli. 3. 


The Lord will ſtrengthen him upon the 
Bed of languiſhing : thou wilt make 
all his Bed in his Sickneſs. 


SERMON XI. 
The ſhorineſs and uncertainty of human 
life. 
PSALM XC. 10. 


o ſoon paſleth it away, and ve 
are gone, 
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DECENCY of PLACES, 
N 
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RECOMMENDED; 


Preached at TuNBRIDGE-WEILILS for the 
Repair of the Chapel there, 


Aus ve 21ſt, 1782, 
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I. CHRON. xxix. 30. 


FOR THE PLACE Is NOT FOR MAN, 


N and zeal, for the honour and ſer— 
vice of God, that dictated theſe words, 
and gave birth to that vaſt undertaking 
which was the occaſion of them. 


BUT FOR THE LORD GOD. 


O eloquence can delcribe the piety 


It was impoſſible for the man after 
God's own heart to reſt, whilſt he (as 
he humbly expreſſes it) dwelt in a houſe 

Vol. II. B 2 of 


1 SYREUON Hh 


of cedar, and the ark of God remained 


under curtains, a temporary tabernacle, 
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though erected with great magnificence, 

was an habitation too humble ſor the 
reſidence of the preſence of the great 
Jehovah !—No.—7 will not ſuffer mine 
eyes to ſleep, nor mine eye- lids to ſlumber, 
neither the temples of my head to take any 
reſt, until I find out a place for the tem- 
ple of the Lord, —an habitation for the 
mighty God of Jacob. 
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But alas! — ſuch honour was not to 
be his. Thoſe hands imbrued in blood, 
though the blood of the enemies of the 
Lord, and ſhed by his immediate com- 
miſſion, were not- pure enough to build 
that houſe, where the God of purity 


and mercy was to be more immediately 
preſent. — Thou ſhalt not build me an 
houſe, 

He 


TERMONTL: SOT 


He receives the prohibition with a 
ſubmiſſion every way agreeable to ſuch 
a character; — and is contented, if he 
may be permitted to procure the coſtly 
materials, and amaſs the immenſe trea- 
ſures neceſſary for the houſe. 


And this he does with an alacrity 
which nothing leſs than ſuch a zeal, 
kindled by ſuch piety, and directed by 
ſuch a deſign could poſſibly inſpire. 


Moreover, ſays he, in this ſolemn ad- 
dreſs to all the congregation of Ifrael, 
Becauſe J have ſet my affethon to the 
houſe of my God, I have of my own proper 
good, which I have given to the houſe of 
my God, over and above all that I have 
prepared for the holy houſe, given three 
thouſand talents of gold, of the gold of 
Optar, and ſeven thouſand talents of re- 
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6 SERMON I. 


fined filver. — Exemplary devotion! a. 
ſtoniſhing munificence! from ſuch an 
example, how could he fail of a pro- 
portionate liberality from all that were 
then preſent ? 


But this is not the argument he truſts 
to; the place is not for man, but for the 
Lord God. Here was the motive by 
which the good king wiſhes to engage 
them. — Remember the place is not for 
man, but for the Lord God. 


It is upon a ſubject ſomething re- 
ſembling this, that I have ventured to 
appear before you this day, ſoliciting 
a ſimilar and proportionate munificence 
from you, ſor continuing the means of 
our public devotions to God in this 
place, in which we are now aſſembled. 


And 
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SERMON I. 7 


And I ſhall endeavour to enforce this 
addreſs upon the very ſame argument 
urged here by the King of Iſrael, for it 
is impoſſible to think of a better, 7he 


place 1s not for man, but for the Lord 
God. | 


And I flatter myſelf I ſhall gain ſome 
further advantage herein, by pointing 
out ſome conſiderations that concern 
you intimately ; and that ſeem therefore 
to imply a kind of natural obligation on 
you, to be willing, in the language of 
the chapter before us, to conſecrate your 
ſervice this day to the Lord. 


A taſk I moſt chearfully enter upon ; 
and eſpecially at this time, as it is my 


moſt earneſt deſire, by the intenſity of 
my preſent endeavours, to do ſomething, 
that may, if poſſible, bring ſome {mall 


attone- 
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8 SERMON LIL 


attonement for a long but unavoidable 
abſence from this place, which the feel. 
ings of a grateful heart tell me ought to 
be, which ſhall be with the bleſſing of 
heaven, my firſt and greateſt care. —! 


enter upon it likewiſe moſt chearfully 
upon this further account, my aſſurance 


of all imaginable ſucceſs from it. 


And I am well warranted in this ex. 


pectation, not from any thing I ſhall be 
able to ſay to inſure it; far— very far 


from it, but from that unbounded cha- 
rity, that piety, that regular attendance, 
and great devotion in this place; and 
from that decency and regularity out of 
it, that chaſte and temperate mixture 
of reaſonable and proper diſſipation and 
diverſion, with the neceſlary, and ex- 
emplary performance of religious du- 


| ties, which diſtinguiſh many characters 


here, 


rather diftate to me, what perhap 
ought to be ſaid any where elle, bi 
what I ought not to ſuppole neceſſa1 


to be ſaid here. 


Yet would I wiſh to prove your fi 
cerity to God, and to yourſelves; 
cheriſh, improve and direct theſe hc 
affections, to the object of our preſe 
attention; and by ſuitable conſider 
tions, —ſuch as the argument before 
will naturally ſuggeſt, to perſuade ſud 
a liberality, as is indeed the teſt, tl 
genuine fruit of it ; begging at the ſam 
time that it may be conſidered, that 

_ conſiderable, and certain ſhare of it, ; 
to be applied to the ſupport of a ſcho- 


10 SERMON I. 


fore us, have inſtituted here.—That in 
this way alſo, every thing may be done 
to prevent the ill- influence of vice ;— 
that as innocence 1s better than repent- 
ance,—virtue may get the firſt poſſeſſion 
of their untainted hearts ;—and exclu- 
ding every rival, that in this diſſipated 
ſcene, is every moment ſtriving to ſup- 
plant her, ſhe may keep them her own 
for ever. 


When a rational creature reflects but 
one moment upon that great Eternal 
Being, from whom he received his ex- 
iſtence, and upon whom he is conſcious 
that he depends for the ſupport and 
continuance of it when he confiders 
what he muſt be in himſelf; — and 
views him in any of thoſe gracious cha- 
rafters, under which he is pleaſed to 


repreſent himſelf to mankind ; if the 
mind 


SESRMON HE: 45 
mind is not loſt to every ſentiment of 
piety, can the effects be any other than 
the moſt ardent and paſſionate overflow- 
ings of love and devotion ? 


When the ſoul is filled with the ideas 
of majeſty, power and greatneſs, blaz- 
ing upon her in degrees that dazzle 
her ſublimeſt conceptions ;—when ſhe 
conſults her own feelings, and perceives 
the exerciſe of every thing that is great, 
good and adorable, diſplayed upon her- 
ſelf;—living, moving, and having her 
being in God :—What emotions muſt 
naturally ariſe in her ? — Admiration, 
amazement ; the moſt ardent affections 
of gratitude and thankſgiving, — and 
an earneſt deſire of ſhewing forth theſe 
feelings in every poſſible acknowl.dge- 


ment, 


C2 


12 SERMON I. 

Greatneſs and majeſty naturally ex. 
cite our wonder and aſtoniſhment ;— 
infinite love, and unlimited goodneſs 
fill us with reverence and affection :— 
21], exerted. in our behalf, diſplaying 
their influence on our being and hap- 
pineſs, —if paſſion and vice have not 
deſtroyed the natural operations of the 
mind, darkened her faculties, and ru- 
ined her ſenſibility, throw us upon our 
bended knees, under the. moſt powerful 
impreſſion of love and devotion. — In 
other words, it is impoſſible to think 
upon God, without cofidering ourſelves 
as bound to worſhip and adore him ;— 
nay without inſtantly falling down and 
ſaying, Thou art worthy, O Lord, to re 
ceive honour, and bleſſing, and glory, and 
praiſe, and thankſgiving. 


Under tb the 
yal 


SERMON I 14 


royal pſalmiſt calls upon all mankind 
do join in theſe ſacred acknowledge- 
L ments, O come let us ſing unto the Lord, 
let us worſhip, let us fall down, let us 
| hneel before the Lord our Maker. — Not 
in private only, where our devotion is 
ſelfiſh, our prayers confined, and the 
glory of God leſs advanced; but in 
public, in the ſanctuary, in his houſe, 
0 go your way into his gates with thank/. 
giving, and into has courts with praiſe, 
be thankful unto him, and ſpeak good of 


his name. 


Such is the conſtitution of our na. 
tures, that theſe apprehenſions can ne- 
ver produce their compleat effect, till 
they are brought into expreſſion; — till 
the brea things of the heart reach the 
lips, and are poured forth in moving 


and affectionate language; realizing, 
and 
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14 SERMON I. 


and as it were, embodying our devoti. 
Ins, in the cloſet, —where privacy and 
retirement beſriend our contemplations, 
and che ſoul is in a peculiar,manner open 
to God and herſelf; —but more particu: 
larly in the ſanctuary, in places ſet «- 
part more immediately for theſe holy 
purpoſes ;—for this, and this only, 1 
worſhipping God in the beauty of ho- 
lineſs, — where all are gathered toge- 
ther, with one heart, and with one 
mouth, to praiſe their common bene: 
factor; — to ſupplicate at his mercy, 
all the bleſſings, both of this life and 
a better; to confeſs their fins, and to 
beg forgiveneſs, in the name and medi- 
ation of their common Redeemer. 


It was with the utmoſt piety and 
wiſdom, t hat pblic worſhip has in 


all ages of the world been eſteemed a 
molt 


SERMON LI. 15 
noſt neceſſary part of our adoration 
ol God - that ſo the face of religion 
might be preſerved in the world that 
regular forms and ſyſtems of religious 
addreſs might be eſtabliſhed ; that the 
united prayers of many might be ſurer 
to find acceptance with God; that 
men might pray to him as a public bo- 
dy; —that the decency and awful ſo- 
lemnity of the places ſet apart for theſe 
holy purpoſes, might kindle in their 
hearts a fervor of devotion, that can 
be felt no where elſe, and enable them 
to perform their whole and reaſonable 
lervice ;—and above all, that the glory 
of God might be more effectually ſet 
torth, and that his praiſes being thus 
openly celebrated, one generation might 
declare his works unto another. — And 
finally that men might continually be 
in the way of inſtruction; — that being 
thus 


1% SERMON |} 


ing thus aſſembled together they migt a 
hear words, whereby they, and the. 
whole houſes may be ſaved ; —the 
profeſs and ſtrengthen each others fait 
in a crucified Jeſus ; — there at tho! 
altars, which he hath purchaſed wit 
his own blood, commemorate wha 

he hath done and ſuffered for us, ho- 
he hath waſhed us in his own blooc 
and made us kings and prieſts unt 
God even the Father. 


Hence appears the abſolute neceſſit 
of ſetting apart particular places fo 
the public worſhip of God. 

Even among the heathens, where the 
knowledge of the true God was entire: 
ly loſt, and men had long gone aſter the 
imaginations of their own hearts, yet 
impreſſions of ſome divinity ſtill remain- 

133 


SERMON I. 17 


ing temples were erefted to the un- 
known God: — with a degree of gran- 
deur and magnificence, that would ſur- 
paſs credibility, were there not even 
now remaining the monuments of them 


in their ſtupendous ruins. 


So general was this opinion, and ſo 
deep rooted the perſuaſion of honour- 
ing God by theſe public teſtimonies, 
that I believe, it may be ſaid, with great 
truth, that this zeal gave birth to all 
the finer arts, and produced architec- 


ture, ſculpture, and painting. 


Their devotion was directed to falſe 
objects, and paid in improper, and 
lometimes in unbecoming ceremonies ; 
but yet the great principle was right, 
and agreeable to nature and religion : 
as it confeſſed a ſort of univerſal per- 

Vol, II. D ſuaſion, 


18 SERMON I. 


ſuaſion, that God could be honoured 
no way more rationally than by theſe 


public and magnificent acknowledge- 


ments. 


What was thus realonable in the na- 
ture of things, we find particularly in- 
joined by God himſelf. — In the reve- 
lation he was pleaſed to make of him- 
ſelf to his favourite people, who were 
choſen to be the repoſitory of divine 
knowledge, the ſtandard of his will, 
he commanded public worſhip, and ſo 
framed, and contrived their religious 
and civil ceremonies, that their very el- 
ſence, as a people, depended upon a 
moſt extraordinary attendance upon it. 
Sacrifices and burnt-offerings, the foun- 
dation of all their worſhip, could be per- 


formed no where, but in the place that 
he 


SERMON I. 19 
he had choſen to put his name there.— 
To this end he gave commandment 
concerning the building him an houſe, 
and by a diſtinct revelation deſcribed 
and directed the manner of the build- 
ing, its ornaments, and the neceſſary 
furniture for the ſervice : — great, coſt- 
ly, and magnificent, —Here reſided the 
glorious preſence ; —here were the U- 
rim and Thummim. — The oracle to 
which they were always to reſort ; — 
here the prieſts miniſtered before him 
continually, and bleſſed the people in 


his name. 


What were the opinions and prac— 
tice of devout Chriſtians, in the purer 
ages of the goſpel, is known to every 
one. — Their devotion and liberality 
were exemplary, and their zeal for the 
honour and praife of God not to be 
deſeribed. —— All poſſible means of 


= public 


20 SERMON LI 


public ſervice were contrived, churches 
were built ſtately and magnificent, ſo- 
lemnly and decently ornamented, that 
ſo all poſſible aſſiſtance from without 
might be adminiſtered to the mind with- 


in, to carry her heavenly fervors to the 
higheſt degrees, and that the reſult to 
every one that entered theſe holy places 
might be Jacob's exclamation at Bethel, 
How dreadful is this place! This can be 
no other than the houſe of God !— 


Whilſt we are men, our underſtand- 
ings muſt be addreſſed as men ; — the 
inward feelings of the mind are gene- 


rally excited by external impreſſions.— 


And we find that in common life, rel- 


pect, awe and reverence, have a cer- 
tain and invincible connection with, and 
dependance on their | outward correſ- 
ponding objects; hence it is that too 
Ik great 


3 R 
* „„ we ak . 
i i rs oats ft 2 
r * 8 a 


_ I i ed ine” ater an * 
„ * ä 9 OTE n 
2 — S ” * 


SERMON I. 21 


great ſimplicity in places where great- 
nels and majeſty are to affect our 
thoughts, is unnatural and abſurd, — 
but poverty, meanneſs and ruin there, 
as they are diſhonorable to God, ſo are 
they utterly inconſonant with that hea- 
venly tone, into which the mind muſt 
be raiſed when ſhe approaches the great 
God, and Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; begetting contempt, diſguſt and 


abhorrence. 


There was a time indeed when zeal 
without knowledge grew into ſuper- 
ſition ; which, by introducing many 
things, that fixed the mind upon a 
wrong object, like an ill-framed argu- 
ment, by proving too much, proved no- 
thing at all; — till at length, as it is natural 
for us to run from one extreme to ano- 
her, not reaſon, and a well tempered 


refor- 


SERMON I. 


reformation, but phrenſy and enthuſiaſm 


22 


began to wage war with ſuperſtition; 
and in the blindneſs of their fury de- 
ſtroyed every thing before them, friends 
as well as foes.— But it was ſoon per- 
ceived, how dreadful had been the ef. 
fefts of this conduct, and that by de. 
ſtroying the means of devotion, they 
had cruelly done much to deſtroy de- 
votion itſelf. — And when devotion was 
thus extinguiſhed, the love of many 
waxed cold; — ſo cold, that even laws 
enacted for the purpoſe of repairing 
churches have not been found powerful 
enough to keep up what voluntary, 
and chearful liberality formerly built. 
So eaſily did men fall away from their 
firſt love! — ſo ſoon were they content- 
ed, in the language of the prophet, to 
offer the lame and the blind for ſacrifice. 


80 


SERMON I 2g 


So that when we conſider the great 
regard for the worſhip of God, which 
diſtinguiſhed the early ages of the 
goſpel, and compare their devout and 
munificent ſervices with our languor 


| and indifference, —the ſerious and well- 
ö diſpoſed amongſt us may well lament, 
| vith thoſe pious fathers of the Jews, 
jult returned from captivity, viewing 
the poor foundations of the ſecond tem- 
ple; — Many of the prieſts and Levites, 
and chef of the fathers, who were anci- 
ent men, that had ſeen the firſt houſe ; 
when the foundations of this houſe were 
laid, wept with a loud voice. 


The place, in which we are now al- 
ſembled, the object of our preſent ſolli- 
citude, has not ſo much as the ſup- 
port of the law to keep it upon its old 
foundations nor does it boaſt of more 


than 


24 SERMON I. 


than one ſingle donation, which the 
piety and gratitude of thoſe, who have 
received diſtinguiſhed mercies from God 
here, may have beſtowed. 


It ſtands unſupported, unendowed ;-- 
it was ratſed by contributions ; 1t muſt 
be repaired by the ſame means. —A 
ſenſe of the honour of God, and the 
comfort and convenience of thoſe, who 
come to this place for his mercy and 
loving-kindneſs, made it what it is for 
us; the ſame principle, the ſame al- 
fections in us, muſt continue it to thole 
that come after us. 


And indeed it ſtands in need of it 
continually. ;—and I am ſure if there 
be any truth, any reaſonableneſs in the 
foregoing refle&ions, which I have all 
along been urging, as premiſſes to this 

con- 
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concluſion, it delerves, it challenges 
ſomething at our hands this day. — It 
deſerves it from the circumſtances I 
have already hinted peculiar to itſelf, 
it deſerves it from many conſiderations 


that affect us nearly, and intimately. 


For God has opened fountains of liv- 
ing waters, in this once deſolate place: 
himſelf has come down, and 1mpreg- 
nated them with the principles of health 
and joy :—giving us in this ſimple and 
natural way, medicine to heal our ſick- 
neſs: hut eſpecially that ſickneſs which 
deep-rooted in the inmoſt and remoteſt 
part of the conſtitution, baffling the 
beſt efforts of human art, draws from 
the heart, even of youth itſelf, its 
wonted gaiety; — and accumulates the 
lorrows of hoary old age: — He heals 
our ſickneſs, he binds uþ our wounds ;— 

Vol. II. E | in 
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in the affectionate language of the pro- 
phet, ke loves us freely. 


Shall we pretend to account for the 
falutary effects of theſe waters, upon 
the principles of nature, and the agen. 
cy of fecond cauſes ?—Let us do ſo.— 
What is nature, what are ſecond cauſes? 
They are God, influencing and direct- 
ing every atom of creation, in the ex- 
ertion of powers originally given by 
him ;—in obeymg the laws, he has been 
pleaſed to appoint. 


Muſt an angel defcend from heaven 
daily in our fight to trouble theſe wa- 
ters, and to convince us from whence 
they have their virtues ? — A heathen 
could ſay, I is God, whatſoever you ſce. 
A heart properly diſpoſed wants not, 
wiſhes not, for ſo extraordinary a con- 

viction 
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viction. — Religion teaches us a dif- 
ferent leſſon : — God is all in all: — In 


him we trove and move and have our being. 


And can we do lels than acknow- 
ledge him? or, as the pſalmiſt expreſ- 


ſes it, Set ham always before us; and 
how can we bctter expreſs this, than 


by public praiſes and adorations, and 
contributing all in our power, that his 
name {ſhould be hallowed, and that 
the grateful ſong ſhould be perpetuated 
lrom generation to generation, The 
Lord is gracious, his mercy is from ever- 


laſting, to everlaſting. 


The heathen acknowledged a kind 
of divinity to preſide over any purc 
lountains or limpid ſprings of water.— 
and paid a certain adoration to the dei- 
y that they fancied prefided over them, 
the ſacrifices made to them were not 

E 2 coltly, 
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coſtly, but they were frequent, and of. 
tered with devotion. — And though in 
this, and in all things they were too 
ſuperſtitious, yet the principle was good, 
and confeſſed a general ſenſe of religion, 
an awful impreſhon of the Supreme 
Being, and an humble acknowledge- 
ment, that every bleſſing we receive, 
by whatever channel it is conveyed, is 
derived ultimately from him. 


Shall we look into the hiſtory of 
former times, and ſee idolatry opening 
its profane hands, and laviſhing gold 
out of the bag to conſtruct temples, 
whoſe tops ſhall reach the clouds, and 
whoſe riches and magnificence {hall be 
the wonder, and aſtoniſhment of all a- 
ges, to ſolemnize the prazſes of a Ba- 
al, a Jupiter, or a Diana ? — and ſhall 
it be deemed a great thing, if we con- 


tribute a little towards repairing an al 
| Lal, 
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tar, in the place, where God hath ap- 
peared to us ? 


Shall the primitive Chriſtan bring all 
that he hath, and lay it at the Apoſtle's 
feet, ſhall he part with life itſelf for the 
faith of Chriſt ; and ſhall our faith be 
ſo languid, that whilit God 1s reſtoring 
life to us, we will not part with ſome- 
thing, out of our abundance ; nay, ſu- 
perfluity, to perpetuate the means of 
| prailing him for the wonders that he doth 

| for the children of men ? 


Shall we go into the churches of 
ſome modern Chriſtians, where popery 
and ſuperſtition have erected their ſtan- 
dard, and ſurvey the ſhrines of pre- 
tended faints, decorated with the coltily 
offerings of ſilver and gold, and jewels, 
acknowledgments of their imaginary 
mediation with God for recovery irom 

ſicknels, 


30 SERMON LI. 


ſicknels, and can it be difficult to per- 
ſuade you into this eaſy, this reaſonable 
acknowledgment to God, the author 
and giver of life, and Our Saviour fe- 


ſus Chriſt, the only mediator between 
God and man? 


In one word, in the hands of God are 
the iſſues of life and death :—we are at 
all times, and in all places, under the 
inſpettion of his providence, and look 
up to him for every comfort : —But we, 
by our appearance at this place, pro- 
feſs to put ourſelves moſt eminently un- 
der his care and protection. It becomes 
us then moſt eminently to adore him; 
our love and zeal for his ſervice ſhould 
bear ſome proportion to this character 
and to theſe circumſtances. 


The time mult ſhortly come, when 


neither theſe, nor any other means, will 
be 
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be able any longer to preſerve your 
lives: theſe fountains to you ſhall be dried 
up, and everyother expedient ſhall fail. 
Conſider this ſeriouſly, and be perſua- 
ded, even to day, to make to yourſelves 
friends of the mammon of unrighteoul- 
neſs, that when ye fail, ye may be re- 
ceived into everlaſting habttations. —If 
ever in this holy place, God has anſ- 
wered you in the joy of your heaats, 
from any fervors of devotion that have 

warmed them here: if from this place 
in particular ye have heard any words, 
by which your minds have been made 
more ſpiritual, your affections elevated, 
and brought nearer to God, and hea- 
venly things, if ever at that altar ye 
have ſelt any comfort, by contemplat- 
ing on the great myſtery of redemption 
there ſet forth to you .—return theſe in- 
eſtimable benefits back to God, in this 
grateful tribute and by doing ſome- 
thing 
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thing to continue down the ſame hea- 
venly conſolations to others: Hor our 
own, for our brethren and companion 
ſake, let us ſeek to do good to this houſe, 
yea for the Jake of the Lord our God, les 


us wiſh ib. proſperity. 


So may our aſſembling ourſelves to- 
gether in this earthly tabernacle, be the 
{ure prognoſtic of our meeting one day 
in that which 1s eternal in the heavens, 
where we ſhall ſee God as he 1s, and 
worſhip him with the devotion of angels, 
when, as the glorious ſolemnity is de- 
ſcribed by St. John in the Revelations, 
We ſhall ſtand before the throne clothed 
in white garments, and palms in our 
hands, and ſhall ſay, Amen! bleſſing, and 
glory, and wiſdom, and thankſgiving, and 
honor, and power be unto our God foi 
ever and ever, —Amen. 
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pe? God, in order to enforce the 
obſervance of his laws, been pleaſ- 
ed to addreſs himſelf to our reaſon only, 
his diſpenſations could not but have been 
accepted by us with joy and gratitude : 
and our diſobedience would have been 
inexcuſeable. 


The arguments ariſing from the con- 


F 2 ſideration 
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ſideration of the attributes of the ſu. 
preme lawgiver ;—the agreeableneſs of 
his injunctions to perfect our nature in 
this life, and their aptitude to transform 
us into a divine nature and ſimilitude, 
and to give us a capacity of enjoying 
the pleaſures of that ſtate, Which he has 
deſigned for us hereafter, I ſay, the ar. 
guments ariſing from hence, could not 
but with all thankfulneſs be deemed 
ſufficient to challenge the attention, and 
determine the obedience of rational crea- 
tures.— An addreſs thus to that princi- 
ple, which diſtinguiſhes our nature could 
not but be looked upon as worthy a 
wile and good governor ; and fit and 
every way ſufficient for creatures en- 
dued with reaſon, | 


But all men are not capable of reaſon- 
ing right upon theſe things, And with 
the 
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the wiſeſt, whoſe conviction may be well 
eſtabliſhed, objects at a diſtance are ſeen 
put dimly, and much dimmiſhed ; and 
their effects are imall in proportion ;— 
and with moſt men the lure of preſent 
pleaſure is found but too eahly to 
countervail the more rational attraction 
of beavenly charms. 


He therefore is pleaſed to conſider 
us as compoſed of body as well as ſoul, 
apt to be wrought upon by what ſhal} 
operate upon the preſent feelings ot the 
one, as well as by the more refined ob 
jects that are to aRuate the other; and 
in conſequence of this, whilſt he has 
privileged the one with powers to ſec 
internally, that to fear the Lord, that ts 


w/dom and underſtanding, he has at 
the ſame time ſo ordered every thing 
without us, that the other feels conti- 
nuelly, that to keep his commandments, 
that 
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that is viches and honour, and health, 
and length of days, and pleaſure, 


Godlineſs, then ſhall be our greateſt 
preſent gain ;—it ſhall have the promiſe 
of the life that now is, as well as of that 
which 1s to come. 


Let pleaſure then and worldly en- 
joyment appear beſore us in all the 
gaudy array, that fancy in the higheſt 
extacy can repreſent them. Stop but 
one moment, —religion will appear in- 
finitely more lovely. —Aſk not reaſon; 
for perhaps you cannot wait for her 
anſwer, — but haſten to experience, ſhe 
will tell you, (that religion and reaſon 
will by and by confirm to you) that her 
ways are ways of pleaſantne/ſ3, and all 
her paths are peace.—So that, if pleaſure 
be the temptation to deſert your duty, 


pleaſure is the temptation to perſiſt in it. 
| Do 


SERMON IL 39 


Do riches and honours ſooth you into 
a forgetfulneſs of God?—This is a cheat. 
A moment's reflection; (for perhaps 
in the purſuit of theſe objects you may 
have a moment to reflect) then will that 
moment's reflection convince you, that 
theſe things were not of God's creation, 
—They were never intended for our 
happineſs, —they belong not natu- 
rally to us: Vice and pride produced 
them, and brought them into the world, 


And it was corruption alone that de- 
bauched the human heart into an ac- 
quieſcence in them ;—And let the plea- 
ſures and advantages they pretend to 
beſtow appear ever ſo great, it is of vir- 
tuous practice only, that our experi- 
ence, as well as our reaſon, and the 
word of God, will invariably proclaim, 
length 
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length of days are in her right hand, and 
in her left hand riches and honours. 


And none could it be imagined that 
any thing farther need or could be done 
to determine our affection for religion 


and the ſervice of God? Can any in. 
citement to virtue be urged, that can in- 


fluence human nature more powerfully, 
than future expectations and ſears firm. 
ly fixed, and indiſputably aſcertained? 
Operating with our preſent ſeelings, 
and the invariable experience of every 
day of our lives ;—whilſt every object 
around us ſtrikes the argument upon 
our hearts with inevitable energy ;— 
and acts with a determined influence 


upon our very nerves themſelves. 


Yet the wiſdom of God has gone 


much farther than thzs,—He has car- 
ried 
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tied his arguments beyond ourſelves ; 
and yet to objects, from whence they 
will receive a ſtill greater force: to our 
children and poſterity.— Bleſſed is the man 
that feareth the Lord, that delighteth 
greatly in his commandments :;—hus ſeed 
ſhall be mighty upon earth, the genera. 
tion of the upright ſhall be bleſſed ;—or, 
in the more expreſſive language of the 
wiſe man in the words of the text: — 
A good man leaveth an inheritance to 
his children's children, —There is a feel- 
ing ariſing from this conſideration, that 
bears us down with a force that cannot 
be reſiſted: the addreſs to that ten- 
derne, which lives eternally in the 


heart, prevails over every other pal- 


ſion, and rules abſolute over every per- 


lonal feeling ;—cannot be withllood.— 
It ſubdues us even under the ſtrongeſt 
impulſe of unrighteouſneſs ;—and, if we 


Vol. II. G liſten 


278 SERMON II. 


liſten to it a moment, wrenches us from 
the graſp of paſhon in its higheſt 
tranfport.— It is preſent with us every 
where to direct every inclination— and 
to mark the path of every action of 
our lives. 


To think that the religious conduct 
of a parent (beſides all its other perſonal 
advantages) 1s the ſeed of bleſſedneſ, 
that 1s to grow up, bloom, aad bring 
forth fruit in the fortune of his child 
hereaſter, is an argument ſo irreſiſtible, 
that 1t could hardly have gone farther 
to have left any merit to our virtue. 


It is of much conſequence then, to en- 
quire what grounds there is to conclude 
that this is true; whether we can make 
good the aſſertion of the royal preacher. 
before us.—But here I muſt beg your 
| attention 


SERMON IL. 279 


attention to theſe previous obſervations ; 
—that whatever declarations there are 
in {cripture to this purpole—whatevyer 
arguments may be brought from reaſon 
and experience to confirm 1t ;—yet it 
ought by no means to be inferred, that 
the diſpenſation of temporal bleſſings, 
either to a man's ſelf, or his poſterity, 
is the invariable rule of God's provi- 
dence to ſecure the intereſts of religion; 
or, that there are not frequent excep- 
tions to it, whenever, to carry on the 
great deſigns of his wiſdom, he ſhall 
think fit ——God muſt deal with us as 
men that belong not to this worid, but 
as thoſe, who are only in their way 
through it, to a better ;—and that there- 
fore, our accommodations in it, muſt 
never, under any degrees of virtue, be 
better than is conſiſtent with what we 
are intended for, with that ſtate where 
all 
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all our intereſt lies: here is our trea. 
ſure—and where ſhould be fixed our 
hearts—but only, that godlineſs is, ge- 
nerally ſpeaking, the ſureſt way to pro- 
vide for our happineſs, and for the hap- 
pineſs of our children; that in many 
caſes, where we fancy it happens other- 
wiſe, we cannot conclude poſitively a- 
gainſt the aſſertion ;—becauſe we are 
ſtrangers to the true characters of men; 
and we know not who are really good, 
and who are otherwiſe. We know not 
what impreſſions, what we call miſery 
and calamity may make upon the minds 
of good men nor can we have any 
conception of the ſupports and conſo- 
lations God may abundantly adminiſter 
to them, under the ſevereſt preſſures ;— 
nor can we judge what it is to have God 
anſwer us always in the joy of our heart. 
So that the general promiſes made in 

ſcripture 
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ſeripture to good men, may be made 


good in many more inſtances; and the 


exceptions to the temporal rewards of 
godlineſs may be much leſs frequent, 
than we are apt to imagine. 


Conſiſtently therefore with theſe re- 
eRions, I ſhall go on to ſhew, that the 
aſſertion of Solomon 1s true :—that a 
good man leaveth an inheritance to his 
children's children ;—nay,—that it may 
be well with thee, and thy children after 
thee, is the general argument, by which 
God endeavours to perſuade men to their 
duty; promiſing, that he will ſhewy mercy 
to thouſands of them that love him, and 
keep his commandments.— 


And the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks from his own 
long and repeated obſervation ;—1 have 
been young and now am old, yet ſaw I 
never 
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never the righteous forſaken, nor their 
feed begging their bread :—and declares 
that the mercy of the Lord 1s from ever- 
laſting to everlaſting wpon them that 
fear him, and his righteouſneſs unto 
therr children's children. 


If a Socrates, or a Plato had ſaid to 
their diſciples, theſe are the temporal 
rewards of virtue, therefore follow it; — 


this ſingle circumſtance, the philoſopher 
has ſaid it, would have been to them in 


the place of ten thouſand arguments.— 
Has God ſaid it, and ſhall he not make 
it good ?—Hath he promiſed, and ſhall 


he not bring it to paſs ?—His veracity 
is pledged to make good theſe pro- 


miſes, and we cannot be diſappointed. 


If we argue on this point in a na- 
tural way, we {hall here alſo find it ge- 
netally 
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nerally true. The influence of a parent's - 
virtues reaches to his children ; --the 
impreſſion of his goodnels is made. deep 
in the hearts of choſe around him, and 
they will reverence and eſteem thoſe 
that belong to him ſo nearly ;—will 


delight in doing them good Vill fa- 
vour their undertakings, and aſſiſt them 
in all their enterprizes.— His character, 
and all that belongs to him will be ſa- 
ered; - and the gratitude and affection 
of men will be a hedge, and a wall 
about his poſterity. 


The virtue of parents, ſays the Hea- 
then moraliſt, is the beſt inheritance 
they can leave their children-—Riches, 
and titles and honours may deſcend to 
tiem ;—but none but the good can 
tranſmit the love and affection of man- 


kind to their poſterity ;—upon which, 


let 
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let our ſtation be what it will, much of 
our happineſs in this world muſt de. 
pend. The character of goodneſs that 
is marked upon the poſterity of the 
righteous is a kind of charm, that fi. 
lences the voice of ſlander and detrac- 
tion ;—binds up the hand of violence 
and injury ;—and is a pafs-port to con- 
duct them with eaſe and ſafety whither- 
ever they will. 


If God has promiſed that the genera: 
tion of the upright ſhall be bleſſed, his 
veracity is pledged to make it good; 
therefore, his providence will watch 
over them continually—will direct every 
contingency — influence ten thouſand 
circumſtances, ſo as to make all thugs 
work together for good to thoſe that lot 
him.—The earth is the Lord's, and ll 


that therein 1s ;—the compaſs of the world 
and 
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and they that dwell therein. In his hands 
are the 1/ſues of life and death; and the 
hearts of men are in his direction as the 
rivers of water, he turneth them whither- 
ſoever he will, —How eaſy is it then for 
him, to direct what ſtreams he pleaſeth, 
to water the inheritance of the righteous? 
—to make the ſmalleſt, moſt unheeded 
| accidents of life meet together to glad- 
den the dwelling where goodneſs in- 
habiteth ?—to make the poſterity of the 
righteous bleſſed, when they come in, and 
when they go out ;—blefſed in their ba/- 
ket and their fore; bleſſed in the fruit 
of thetr body, and in the fruit of their 
ground? 


Upon what little things do ave often 
obſerve the whole caſt of ſome men's- 
lortunes to depend ?—Upon what in- 
confiderable accidents do they fre- 
„„ quently 
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quently turn? Variety of little events 
terminating in one ſingle point, has 
brought forth an unexpected ſeries of 
proſperity; without any deſign, any 
contrivance, any foreſight of their own, 


— We call it chance not knowing 
what we ſay :—As if the footſteps of a 
particular providence were not there 
moſt ſurely, moſt diſtinctly marked ;— 
where no traces of human contrivance, * 
or foreſight can be found, 


The piety of Jacob protected his ſon 
Joſeph, againſt the cruelty and violence 
of his brethren :—it ſoftened the heart 
of Reuben, and made his bowels yer 
towards his ſupplicating brother ;—and 
he /aw the anguiſh of his ſoul when 
he beſought them ;—it directed the Iſh- 
maelite merchants near the pit, where 

their tender mercies (which were cruel) 
| | had 
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had caſt him ;—1it conducted him to 
AÆgypt, and fixed him in the ſervice 
of Potiphar; which, by a ſeries of the 
moſt extraordinary accidents, gave birth 
to the moſt amazing events, that per- 
haps ever happened in the world.—Tt 
was God, who, having decreed to bring 
about thoſe very amazing things, was 
pleaſed to do it in ſuch a manner, as 
that the contemplation of it might lead 
us at once to adore his unſearchable 
wiidom in that great diſpenſation, and 
to admire the goodneſs of his provi- 
dence towards the generation of the 
upright, 


What is there then in this world, 
that we can fancy valuable enough to 
ſet againlt a covenanted title to the 
protection of God's providence to our- 
(elves, and our families ?—Let the ſo- 

H 2 licitude 


to leave them, when we die, riches and 
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licitude that daily poſſeſſes our breaſts, 
to provide for the welfare of our chil. 
dren, ing up early—late taking reſt— 
and eating the bread of carefulneſs—di- 
rect itſelf likewiſe powerfully to the 
means of religion ;—and whilſt we are 
travelling, with never-ceaſing ambition 


honaur ; and in the language of man- 
kind, to make them great and inde- 
pendant,—Let us aſk ourſelves—how 
can this be, unleſs we leave them our 
virtues likewiſe ? —What 1s to make 
them happy without the bleſſing of 
God ?——and what is to ſecure that, 
but our having feared God, and de- 
lighted in his commandments 2 — Man 
doth not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth 
of God. And our Saviour hath faid 


Tg 
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it—a man's life doth not conſiſt in the 
abundance of things that he poſſeſſeth. 


To provide for the welfare of our 
children, is a principle that ſits cloſer 
to us than any other in nature :—ye, 
that have children, conſult your own 
hearts; —is it not more forcible than 
any inclination that is directed towards 
yourſelves 2—It is to this that God is 
pleaſed to addreſs himſelf, when he 
would urge us the moſt powerfully to a 


religious life. Our little ones them- 
lelves—humble, yet powerful orators, 
plead their own, and the cauſe of re- 
ligion, at the ſame time, in moſt mov- 
ing eloquence land what father is 
there—who, F his ſon aſk bread, will 
give him a ſtone ;--or, if he aſk a fiſh, 
wil give ham a ſerpent ? 


Let 


54 SERMON I. 


Let the fear of God—Honeſty—and 
Charity go down to our poſterity, with 
the fruit of our other labours ;—— 
Such an inheritance is more precious 
than rubies; and all the things that we 
can deſire, are not {fo be compare 
unto tt, 
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1. ST. JOHN, iii. 2. 


WE SHALL BE LIKE HIM, FOR WE 


SHALL SEE HIM AS HE 18. 


ASTONISHING, and moſt ennobling 

thought ! the privilege of the 
Reſurrection the reſult of what Chriſt 
hath done, and ſuffered for us; — the 
encouragement of our piety whilſt we 
live in this world, and the reward of it 


when we remove into the next to 
live for ever. 


They, who ſhall be thought worthy 
lo obtain that life, and the Reſurrefton 
Vol. II. K 2 of 
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of the dead, ſhall be admitted to the 
beatific viſion of the Fountain of every 
Perfection; ſhall ee God as he is, in full 
diſplay. —This ſhall be one great conſti- 
tuent of their happineſs, and that they 
may be qualified for the enjoyment of it, 
they ſhall be like him. 


We are reaſonable, thinking, fore-caft- 
ing beings.—lt is impoſſible for us not 
to exercile theſe faculties ſometimes.— 
Nothing can hinder us from ſtopping 
ſhort in the midſt of the warmeſt of 
our purſuits, and turning our thoughts 
inward upon ourſelves; - upon what we 
now arc ;—upon what we muſt one day 
be. In thele folemn intervals the moll 
impenetrable heart cannot but feel, that 
the preſent cannot be the only point ot 
our exiſtence, —We have a natural pre- 
ſage 


ENUM G M. = 


ſage of futurity, and find ourſelves be- 
yond meaſure intereſted in it. Nature 
herſelf has ever pointed it out to the wiſe 
and conſiderate of mankind ; Revelation 


has confirmed it, and delcribed the man- 
ner of our exiſtence in it, and the nature 
of the enjoyments of it, in many places, 
and in great variety of expreſſions. The 
words of the Apoſtle before us ſeem vir- 
tually to comprehend every deſcription 


of it ; we ſhall ſee hum as he is. 


It may be well worth our while to 
conſider diſtinctly what may be implied 
in this expreſſion, and how the ſceing 
Cod as he is, will conſtitute our happi- 
neſs to all eternity. 


The reflections that will ariſe from 
hence will be tranſporting indeed ;—ſuch 
ſcenes will preſent themſelves to our 
minds 


— 2 
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minds as we pals along, that we ſhall 
wiſh to be directed how to purſue the 
road that leads to this delightful country, 
how to acquire that qualification, that 
is to enable us to enjoy this tranſcendant 
honour, which the Apoſtle briefly ſums 
up in this comprehenſive expreſhon, we 


Rall be like him. 


Here we ſee through a glaſs darkly, the 
knowledge, that we have even of the 
objects that ſurround us, 1s limited, and 
very ſuperficial. —There is not a ſub- 
ſtance we converſe with, whoſe inmoſt 
nature, and eſſential properties we tho- 
roughly underſtand. 


Some of their powers and qualities 
are indeed diſcoverable by us in their 
ſimple operations on a ſew bodies, and 
by the poor and limited experiments we 

may 
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may, with much labour, make upon 
them but in their combinations, de- 
pendencies, and relations, they are as 
abſolutely beyond the reach of our 
knowledge, as if they did not exiſt at all. 
There is hardly an appearance in Na- 
ture, that we can perfectly ſolve; there 
is hardly an effect, whoſe cauſe we can 
with certainty inveſtigate ;—there is 
hardly a cauſe, to whole effetts we 
can reaſon directly, and with preci- 
hon. The thoughts of mortal men, lays 
Solomon, are miſerable, and our devices 
are but uncertain ;—for the corruptible 
body preſſeth down the ſoul, and the 
earthly tabernacle weigheth down the 
mind, that muſcth upon many things; 
and hardly do we gueſs aright at 
the things, that are upon the earth, 
and with labour do we find the things, 
that are before us but the things, 

{hat 
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that are in heaven, who hath ſearched 
out-? 


Our faculties are not at preſent adap. 
ted to the perfect contemplation of theſe 
ſublime objects: our manner of con- 
ceiving and apprehending things ren- 
ders it impoſſible for us to form an 
adequate judgment of matters of ſo 
ſpiritual and refined a nature. Can i thou 
by ſearching find out God, can ſt thou find 
out the Almighty to perfection? 


We ſee God indeed in his works of 


Creation, Grace, and Providence; we 


are ſurrounded by him every where; 
— He is about our bed, and about our 
path, and ſþyeth out all our ways — 
but then in theſe, and variety of other 
circumſtances, we ſee nothing but the 


effects of a few of his attributes ex- 
erting 
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erting themſelves indeed with glory and 
power ; and challenging in every pe- 
riod of their operation our profoundeſt 
admiration, and love. —This is ſeeing 
him only by reflection :—it 1s þut a faint 


image of him from a ſuriace irregu- 


lar, ſullied, and obſcure, reflected upon 
organs, weak, dim, and imperfect. 


When, with humble contemplation, 
we ſurvey the works of his Providence 
in all his merciful and gracious dealings 
with us, and the things that he has 
created, it is but the ſmall, flill voice. 
If we contemplate the great myſte- 
ries of Grace, and Redemption, that 
wonderful diſpenſation that bronght us 
back again to his favour which by ſin 
we had forfeited :—if we refle& upon 
| the Son of Man, meekly taking our 
Nature upon him, and conſider the ſuf- 
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ferings he endured, not only thoſe un. 
parallelled ones of his whole life, which 
began the moment he drew breath in 


the manger, but allo, what emphati- 


cally delerves to be ſtyled his Paſſion, 
his ignominious death upon the Cross, 


—and laſtly, if we attend to the won- 


ders that immediately ſucceeded, tle 
glory of his Returrection, and his 
Aſcenſion into Heaven; —even this ray 
of the Divinity thus awfully darted 
into the mind, over-powers all its fa— 
culties, and dazzles its molt exaltcd 


Intelli gence. 


It we venture to ſurvey the won- 
ders of his power; and at a diſtance 
attempt to mark the progreſs of Om- 
nipotence, even in the hidings of hes 
power, as the Prophet expreſſes it, 
the tempeſt, the whirl-wind, and the 

lightnings 
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lightnings ſtrike us dead, we cannot 
hchold -e become ke Moſes in the 
Mount, when he ſued for the honour 
of ſeeing God. The ſoſter and more 
gentle repreſentation of his milder 
attributes was the only part of God 
fitted in any degree for human view. 
—I will make all my goodneſs to 
pals before thee, the Lord—the Lord 
Gdd,—mercuul, —gracious, — long-lut- 
tering, — abundant in goodnels, and 
truth, 


It is impoſhble for us, whilſt we 
are in theſe bodies, to form any 
juſt conceptions of theſe things. The 
little knowledge we acquire here, is 
from ideas, theſe muſt arile from the 
impreſſions of external objeds upon 
the organs of the body.—Even thole 
ideas which we acquire by reficction, 

1 2 how 
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g and incompetent are they ? 
In ſome degree perhaps, owing to the 
habit of being furniſhed with mate. 
rials for thinking, through the me— 
diation of the ſenſes, and to an in- 
vincible corporeal analogy, that will 
ever accompany, and mix with the 


concluſions we form. 


Spiritual and immaterial ſubſtances 
are too refined for ſuch a proceſs.— 
Such Knowledge is too wonderful and 
excellent for us, we cannot attain unto 
zt—And yet behold the pride, and 
preſumption of man !—he fancies that 
nothing is beyond the reach of his 
conceptions.—He perceives, he reaſons, 
he concludes, — miſerable and blind 
creature !—the circle of human know- 
ledge 1s circumſcribed by a narrow 

boundary, and that knowledge defec- 


tive 
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tive even within the ſcanty compaſs, 
an infinitude of objects hes without 
it, beyond the reach of mortal con- 
ception ; and even within it, few, very 
few are the truths that penetrate thy 
dark Intelligence ! 


This ſhould teach us more mo- 
deſty in our deciſions on matters of 
a ſpiritual nature. God has been plea- 
ſed to reveal ſome of them to us 
becauſe they could, by no ather means, 
be made known to us; — and till we are 
bold enough to ſay, with truth, that 
we are judges of the utmoſt powers of 
nature, in their wideſt extent, the refe- 
rence this life has to another, and the 
manner and effects of all the various 
operations of Omnipotence, and of the 
united action of all the attribute: of the 
Supreme Being, it will become us to 


fall 
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fall down on our bended knees, to bewail 
and confeſs the folly and ſinfulneſs of 
our preſumption, and to walt with pati- 
ence and humility for that happy hour, 
when all our imperſections ſhall he 
done away, and we ſhall know, even as 
we ourſelves are known. 


But when we put off theſe, and are 
clothed with immortality, when our 
bodies ſhall be f1ſhioned lite unto Chriſt's 
glorious body, then ſhall we know even 
as we ourſelves are known.,—Then ſhall 
the Supreme Being, Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, . be known to us in 
full diſplay of Majeſty and Glory. 
— Then ſhall we ſee, and adore all the 
attributes of God, beaming forth to us 
in their native and eternal ſplendor we 
ſhall accompany Omnipotence, Wil 
dom, and Goodneſs through the my 

menſe 
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menſe expanſe of creation; and 
ſee, and be perfectly acquainted with 
all the wonderful works of God.— 
We ſhall know every diſpenſation of 
his Providence, and all his wonder- 
ful dealings with every creature that he 
hath made,—thole parts of his govern- 
ment over us 1n particular, which now 
are unſcrutable by us, will then ap- 
pear in perfect day-ltght.—Every ſeem- 
ing irregularity will be ſet right, and 
we ſhall ſee his Providence, what it 


E really is, Goodneſs, Harmony, and 
Love. 


We all fee him as he ts likewiſe 
in the works of Redemption ;—that 
myſtery of Love that hath reconciled 
us to him, and brought us to the 
tranicendant honour of being heirs of 
God, and joint-heirs with Chriſt How 

glorious 


glorious and rational will every part 
of it appear, which now we can look 
at only through the body, and there- 


fore cannot perfectly comprehend : 
how clear and diſtinet will be tz 


whole counſel of God, which is now 
neceſlarily hidden in a myſtery, and 
which for that reaſon we are proud 
enough, and fooliſh enough to cavilat, 


and diſbelieve. 


And where ſhall we find ideas to 
conceive the bleſſedneſs of which we 
ſhall then be partakers ; when our 
fouls ſhall be thus dilated with know- 
ledge and devotion ? When diveſted 
of every impediment and clothed with 
bodies ſo ſpiritualized, and refined, 
as even to aſliſt them in their higheſt 


flights and moſt extatic raptures, they 
ſhall ſee God as he is. 
Nor 
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Nor indeed can this doctrine ap- 
pear ſtrange or incredible to us. — 
For if we conſider our ſenſes in a 
comparative view even in this imper- 
{et ſtate, there will appear an analogy, 
that will make it highly probable. — 
How refined, and almoſt intelleQual 
do ſome of them feem to us, when 
compared to the reſt ?-—how almoſt 
ſpiritual are the ſenſes of ſeeing and 
hearing 2—tranſmitting to the ſoul the 
reſult of their organic feelings with in- 
conceivable eaſe and delight. On the 
contrary, how groſs, and dull are ſome 
of the other ſenſes, whoſe operations 
and effects are attended with labour 
and difficulty ?—Add to this, the dif- 
| ferent degrees of knowledge different 
| underſtandings are capable of, and 
eren the ſame perſons, in different 
ſages of childhood, and manhood, 
Vo. II. — "m6 and 
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and under different advantages of edu- 
cation, and improvement. 


The deſire of knowledge leading to 
devotion is natural and congenial to 
the ſoul: and therefore the ſatisfying 
that defire is happineſs—it is the moſt 
prevailing of all our paſſions—it ſhewed 
itſelf in the purity, and perfection of 
our nature in Paradiſe —It was to this 
paſſion that the devil addreſſed him- 
felf to the woman at that fatal hour, 
and could find no place to innocence 
but through it.—Ye ſhall be as Gods! 
the fruit was pleaſant to the eyes in- 
deed—it was good for food —but—il 
was a Tree to be defired to make one 
wiſe —This finiſhed the charm—here 
ſhe was undone. 


And whatever change in our nature 
fin may have made, the defire of this 
divine 
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divine knowledge has not been. wholly 
extinguiſhed, nor the preſage and 
longing after immortality for the ex- 
erciſe, and improvement of it, obliter- 
ated ;—it is of the eſſence of the ſoul; 
—one great part of the happineſs of 
the other world muſt conſiſt in its full 
gratification. —Hereafter, ſays the apol- 
tle, we ſhall know even as ourſelves are 
known. 


Let us then, for a moment, 1f that 
be poſlible, conſider ourſelves as ar- 
rived at Mount Sion, to the city of the 
living God, the heavenly Jeruſalem, and 
to an innumerable company of ſaints 
and angels—to the general aſſembly, and 
church of the firſt-born, and to the hi- 
rats of juſt men made perfett; to God, 
the Fudge of all, and to Jeſus, the 
mediator of the new covenant.— Here to 
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fee God as he is, —how ſublime and 
tranſporting muſt be the bleſſedneſs!— 
reſulting from a fource never to he 
exhauſted, from objects that never {hall 
fail, - perceived and enjoyed by the 
powers of the mind dilating and ex- 


panding to all eternity: and inſpiring 
in every moment of its operation, un- 
der the awful and everlaſting contemp- 
lation of every thing that is great, 
good, and adorable—the molt extatic 
raptures of devotion, praiſe, and thankl- 
giving. 


But how ſhall duſt, and aſhes, how 
ſhall fin and corruption be capable of 
ſuch glory ?—The apoſtle informs us: 
—We muſt be ike hum. But how ?—Qur 
Saviour has directed us.—By purity of 
heart. — Blefſed are the pure in heart, 
or they ſhall ſee God. 


We 
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We were originally formed in the 
mage of God: the ſoul, that actuates 
and informs theſe bodies, that living, 
thinking, forecaſting being within us, 
is a ray of the divinity ;—darted forth 
from God in a proportionate perfection 
of its great original, ſimilar in kind, 
though differing infinitely in degree.— 
Sin only has defaced this image, and 
ſpoiled the ſimilitude let us get clear 
of that and the likeneſs is reſtored. — 
The ſacrifice of Chriſt hath done for us 
what we could not do for ourſelves.— 
Let us by faith, and repentance lay 
hold of that, then ſhall all our moral 
imperfections be removed, and we {hall 
be preſented pure, and without ſpot 
unto God, even the Father.—The ſoul 
is naturally capable of theſe enjoy- 
ments, and was intended for them; 
here this part of the difficulty vaniſhes. 

And 
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And, for the body.—Behold ! I fhewy 
you a myſtery. St. Paul aſſures us, we 
ſhall be changed in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the laſt trump.— 
For the trumpet ſhall ſound, and the 
dead ſhall be ratſed incorrupiible, and 
we ſhall be changed, and our bodies 
ſhall be faſhioned like unto Chriſt's go. 
rious body, according to the mighty 
working whereby he is able to ſubdue 
all things to himſelf; then ſhall ve 
return pure and unſullied to God, from 
whom we proceeded ;—then ſhall ut 
indeed be lite him. then ſhall we ſet 
him as he is. 


1 ſpeak not of the wicked.—They 
indeed ſhall ſee him as he ts, — Terror, 
and fury, and a conſuming fire, But 
to thoſe that are pure in heart, that 


believe, and obey the Goſpel, O happy 
| day! 
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day! which ſhall at once releaſe them 
from the troubles, miſeries, and temp- 
tations of the world; and tranſport 
them to the full enjoyment of that 
happineſs, which eye hath not ſeen, nor 
ear heard, nor hath it entered into the 
heart of man to conceive, when the ſoul 
ſhall burit from its confinement, and 
fly to thoſe heavenly manſions to which 
it belongs; there to feaſt itſelf with 
thoſe pleaſures, which it is by this 
change, now every way qualified to 
enjoy. 


And do ve indeed believe theſe 
things ?—do our ſouls enlarge and ex- 
pand themſelves, when theſe ſcenes are 
pictured before them 2—do we ſay, in 
the rapture of the Pſalmiſt, Our /oul 
ts athirſt for God, yea even for the living 
God, when ſhall we appear before the 


preſence 
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preſence of God 2—why will we not in- 
dulge it in theſe contemplations often? 
—why do we not commune with our 
own heart, in our chamber, and by fre- 
quent retirement diſperſe the buſy 
ſwarm of vain images that beſet us 
continually whilſt in public, and bring 
theſe things home to our thoughts, 
ſo as to make them habitual and fa- 


miliar to us? 


The foregoing reflections point out 
to us, that the preſent is not to be 
the whole of our exiſtence; but that 
we muſt live for ever; and are capable 
of being happy in that eternal] ſtate, 
in a way, that 1s agreeable to the ſoul 
of man, and worthy the power, and 
wiſdom, and goodneſs of that tran- 
ſcendant Being, from whom it pro- 


ceeded.— Let this be enough to make 
| us 
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us ſtop one moment in the midſt of 
our wild career, and weigh, in the 
ballance of right reaſon, the pleaſures 
we are madly purſuing, with thoſe, 
which God hath revealed to us, which 
we hope to enjoy, and which, in our 
ſober moments we ſhudder at the ap- 
prehenſion of loſing; and let us carry 
continually in our minds the ſolemn 
reſult of ſuch examination, whenever 
we are perſuaded to enter upon it in 
earneſt, the things, which are ſeen, are 


temporal, but thoſe that are not ſeen, 
are eternal. 


Vol. II. 8 S E R- 


— 


— =I0 
I == 
: : — 


EY 


= 


| 


" , 
' 1 
* my 
* 1 - 
* 
* 
d 
N i ) 
ö 
4. f 
4 
* 
1 
8 \ 
j 
of * 
" 
i 
* 
1 
" 4 : 
SS 
| 
, 
Ih - 
l 
4 ( 
' o 
Tall _ 
. 
} 
* 
| 
U 95 
* 
it | 
) 1 Y, 
Q' 1+ 
; | by 
Ai 
v4! 
Na“ a 
t l [ 
q (a 
U 
444 1 
9 
_ ne ' 
* 4 
1 
+ "1 
4 * , 
4 bY [1 
TY —_ 
» it 5 
; 1 * 1 
9 


$45$$6+$d$6+$3d5$$30+$$0555050$5054 $6305000 


SER M © N IV. 


HOW THE 
W©E-4 T1 -N:0:8 
C 

N 207 Gf 
PR O HE T 8 


OUGHT TO BE APPLIED, IN ORDER 
TO ESTABLISH THE 


CREDIB IL ET:-Y 


OF THE 


CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE. 


00000$$$05$5+$0+$+04$0$0$0+0$+$#+$$0+ +> 


eee 


SERMON IV. 


ST. Luk, xxiv. 27. 


AND BEGINNING AT Moss, AND 
ALL THE PROPHETS, HE Ex- 


POUNDED UNTO THEM IN ALL 
THE 4 PLES. THE THINGS 


5 rg F. 

H E. SE DEN he Evangeliſt 
ſet forth to us the means our bleſ- 
kd Saviour was pleaſed to make uſe of 
to, eftablifh upon its proper foundation 
the faith of two of his revolting diſ- 
eiples.— They laboured under the ſame 
Prei 5 concerning his perſon ant 
character 
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character with many of his followers; 
and having adhered to him during his 
miniſtry in expectation of his appear. 
ing at laſt in all the pomp, and mag- 
nificence of an earthly deliverer, now 
on this ſad reverſe of circumſtances, 
having ſeen him apprehended as a ma- 
leſactor, arraigned, condemned, and 
crucified, were returning from Jeruſa- 


lem in all the diſtreſs of diſappoint- 
ment and ſorrow. 


Indeed, it ſeems, they had remem- 
bered that in his life-time he had fore- 
told that ſuch ſufferings ſhould come 
upon him, and that altho' they ſhould 
ſee him expire publickly upon the crols, 
yet that the third day he would riſe 
again; and that his reſurrection ſhould 
be the great corner- ſtone of his future 


" kingdom and glory. The latter of 


thele 
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theſe predictions, however improbable 


its accompliſhment might ſeem to them, 
kept up their hopes from the time of 
bis expiring upon the croſs, to the end 
of the third day, which he had ap- 
pointed foi his glorious inauguration 
to his kingdom, 


This period was now paſſed; they 
had heard nothing certain of his being 
riſen from the dead,—they were return- 
ing home deſpairing and miſerable.— 
At this inſtant Jeſus himſelf draws 
nigh to them, and enquires into their 
converſation, and the cauſe of their 
ſorrow.— They explain the whole mat- 
ter to him :—and at the ſame time ex- 
preſs their aſtoniſhment that any one 
though but a ſtranger at Jeruſalem 
ſhould be ignorant of thoſe very ex- 
traordinary events, which at that time 


engaged 
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engaged the attention and converſation 


of every one there: and add this par. 
ticular reaſon of their dejection and 
forrow,—We truſted it had been he, which 
fhouid have redeemed Iſrael; and befite 
all this, to-day is the third day, fince 
theſe things were done. — The bleſſed 
Jeſus replys by upbraiding them with 
their miſtaken, and falſe conceptions 
of Meſſiah, with their want of attention 
to the true meaning, and proper ap- 
plication, of what Moſes and the Pro- 
phets had written concerning him ; and 
with that carnal criterion they had et up 
in their minds, to which they had moſt 
unreaſonably referred, the perſon and 
character of Jeſus. 


Then did he, in order to inſtrutt 
them, and all ſucceeding generations, 
how to ſtate the evidence, form their 
opinions, 
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opinions, and eſtabliſh their faith in the 
Chriſtian Revelation, begin at Moſes, 
and all the Prophets, and expounded 


unto them in all the Scriptures the 
things concerning humſelp. 


A method of proving that Jeſus is 
the Son of God, perhaps the cleareſt, 
and moſt convincing that can be pro- 
| poſed to the human underſtanding. 


I ſhall therefore in what follows, en- 
deavour to explain, and enforce this 
particular argument in this view ;— 
by conſidering thoſe notices of the re- 
demption of the world, which God 
was pleaſed to give to mankind from 
the earlieſt ages, as they appear in the 
writings of Moſes in the Jewiſh œco- 
nomy and the Prophets; and compar- 
ing them diſtinfly' with the perſon 
Vol. II. O and 
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and life of our Saviour, as recorded 
in the New Teſtament.—Or, in the 
expreſſion of the Text, I. ſhall begin 
at Moſes, and the Prophets, and en- 
deavour to expound, as far as the li. 
mits of this diſcourſe will give leave, 
ſome things concerning Him. 


That myſtery of godlineſs, God ma- 
nifeſt in the fleſh to take away the ſins 
of the world; was a matter of ſuch 
infinite concern to thoſe, who were to 
be the objects of the gracious diſpen- 
fation, that it may well be conceived 
reaſonable, that the wiſdom and good- 
neſs of God ſhould have been diſplayed 
in ſo remarkable a manner as we find 
they have been, not more in contriv- 
ing, the redemption, than in convey- 
ing the notices of it to mankind; 
in every age, and in every period, 
purſuing 
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purſing this one merciful plan of raiſing 
their hopes, and confirming their faith, 
by a marvelous condeſcenſion to the 
frame and conſtitution of the human 
mind, and its manner of conceiving, 


and judging of truth. 


According to theſe principles of the 
human underſtanding, they, who were 
lo happy as to hear the voice of God 
ſpeaking, had the higheſt poſſible aſſu- 
rance of the performance of the pro- 
miſes he was pleaſed to make ;—The 
mind of man has no idea of the credi- 


bility of a future event ſtronger than 
this, 


The firſt communication of that moſt 
important truth, that Meſhah ſhould 
redeem the world, was made to our 


firſt parents immediately after the fall, 
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by this voice of God ſpeaking from 
the Shecinah, the ſced of the woman 
hall bruiſe the ſerpent's head; which 
words were, I make no doubt, as well 
underſtood by the perſons to whom they 
were delivered, as 1s at this time this 
ſimilar expreſſion of St, John in his 
firſt epiſtle, the ſon of God was mani. 
ſeſted that he might deſtroy the works 
of the devil. 


And in each ſucceeding interview 
of Jehovah with the firſt pair, but moſt 
particularly in the laſt with which they 
were honoured, it may reaſonably be 
preſumed that the whole ſcheme of 
their redemption was fully explained 
to them: No circumſtance was omit- 
ted, that might inſpire hope and com- 
fort into their deſponding minds. 


Theſe 
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Theſe leſſons they certainly were 
commanded to teach their children, 
and their childrens children to perpe- 
tuate the memory of this great expi- 
ation, and to preſerve the knowledge 
of the manner in which it was to be 
wrought, to all ſucceeding generations. 


For why ſhould God take ſuch 
eſpecial care in repeated inſtructions 
by Moles to the children of IIrael, 
that the memory of a leſs important 
inſtance of his mercy, the type and 
ſhadow of this, the deliverance of 
his people from Egyptian bondage, 
ſhould be perpetuated from genera- 
tion to generation; and not be equal- 
ly ſolicitous that (is ſhould be en- 
graven in the hearts of all men, which 
was not only to be the greateſt mercy 
that could be vouchſafed to the ſons 
of 
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of men, but the fountain likewiſe, 
and foundation: of all the reſt ? 


The preciſe time when this merci. 
ful diſpenſation ſhould be revealed, was 
one of thoſe ſecrets, which the Father, 
in his wiſdom, was pleaſed to keey 
in his own power. But the manner, 
and nature of the redemption were 
certainly fully explained; and, it may 
be preſumed well underſtood not only 
by the firſt pair, but by many ſuc- 
ceeding generations. 


And it is worthy our obſervation, 
that upon the birth of her firſt-born 
Son, the woman is ſaid to have re: 
Joiced exceedingly, becauſe ſhe had got- 
ten a man, or (as perhaps it ought to 
be tranſlated) the man from the Lord; 
that man, by whom ſhe expected thus 

promiſed 
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; promiſed redemption was to be wrought, 


F that ſeed which was to brurſe the ſer- 


Not to mention how in after times 


E this notion prevailed in the world, 


and inſpired a moſt extraordinary 
| deſire of a numerous offspring, each 
individual hoping that from him 


| ſhould ariſe this much expected deli-. 
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That this ſalvation was to be 
: accompliſhed by the ſuffering, and 
: death of this Son of man, was as 
certainly revealed to Adam in that 


laſt memorable interview, as it is 


reaſonable to conclude, that bloody 
lacrifices, which we find were offered 
up to God immediately after the fall, 
were 
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were of his own particular inſtitution 
and appointment, 


And that they were ſo, ſeems very 
natural to conclude from the great 
difficulty of conceiving how ſo very 
ſingular a ſervice could ever enter 
into the mind of man; — the fact 
tiling a flain beaſt upon the altar, 
however it might ſeem to have ſome 
remote tendency to the acknowleds- 
ment of the ſupreme dominion ot 
the Creator and Governor of the 
world, and to be an humble tribute 
for the daily bounty of His hand, 
could never in the nature of things 
be imagined of any efficacy to atone 
for tranſ. greſſion, or make the comers 
thereunto perfett. 


For without ſome grand architype, 
to 
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to which bloody ſacrifices muſt ever 
be ſuppoſed to have reference, unleſs 
the offerer could look through the 
bleeding Victim, and by Faith con- 
template that blood, which was one 
day to be ſhed upon the Croſs, what 
can they appear, but ſervices abſurd, 
and unnatural, ſtatutes, that are not 
good; — judgments, in which there 1s 
no profit, We may reaſonably imagine 
that the Supreme Being, in revealing 
and explaining the nature of this uni- 
verſal. expiation, inſtituted the ordi- 
nance of ſacrifices to repreſent, and at 


the ſame time to be a perpetual me- 
morial of it; —and a mean, through 
which to exerciſe their faith in this 


Lamb of God, which was lain from the 
foundation of the world; — that fo by 


the regular and faithful obſervance of 
n, the benefit of Chriſt's death might 
Vol. II, P be 


* 
TH 
LS ' 
l 
7 
4 v 7 
1 
14 4 * 
} 
\ p 
. 91 
j i 
\ bh of 
LY 
! 
Lili 4 
0 
w 
7 þ [ [T7 
1 4 
; " 
4 1 ql 
\ i 
47 
* 
af. 
* * 
1 
9 
\ 
t 1 N 
! 
* 
+ o 
. 
t 
j 1 
. 
+ ** 
* 
1 
17 } 
iy 
WH 7 
l , f 
a W's ni 
U 
\ q 
Ll n 
U 
"ny 


[4p 
i3- \ 
4 
' 
. 
{| 
1 
177 
1 e. 
i 
»i 
1 7 
« | * 

+ 123 | 
Ss. 994 l 
* T2 

Mi! 1 ö 
1 
N „ 
£ f "Er 
n 
e144 |. 
"y mn 
N 3 
7 » he | 
* Bj 
Sh 71 
mM 
\*F 
1 
= FR 
4 
J 10 
5 . 
+1 \ 
/ [| | 
b * | 
VV} 


98 SERMON IV. 


be extended equally to all the gene. 
rations of men, from the fall of Adam 
to the coming of this great Redeemer, 
The true purport and deſign of i 
Abel well underſtood, and by offering 
a bloody ſacrifice in a true Chriſtian 
faith, offered a more acceptable ſacri 
ſice than Cain, whoſe offering was only 


of the fruits of the earth. 


The inſtitution of ſacrifices upon 


this plan, was a moſt gracious conde- 
ſcenſion to the weakneſs and 1mper- 
tection of the human mind ;—1ts at- 
tention to objects even of the moſt 
important nature being eaſily diverted 
by the cares, the riches, and pleaſures 
of the world, God was pleaſed to com- 
mand the obſervation of this ſervice, 
as being a proper and ſignificant re- 
membrance of the ſalvation of man- 

kind.— 
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kind, — Sacrifices being made apart, 
and interwoven with their conſtant de- 
votions, placed the Redeemer of the 
world continually before their eyes ; 
and, by a direct and immediate addreſs 
to their ſenſes, chenſhed and enlivened 
their hopes, and confirmed and eſtab- 
liſhed their faith in Jeſus. —Thele out- 
ward and viſible ſigns, apt and proper, 
ſignificant and pawerſul, commanded 
every fincere worſhipper to conſider, 
and conſtantly to remember the great 
mercy of redemption, whilſt they em- 


phatically ewed forth the Lord's death 
till he ſhould come. 


Nor was it till many ages after, when 
tae wickedneſs of man was very great on 
the earth, and the thoughts of mens hearts 
were only evil continually, that the know- 
ledge of this myſtery of redemption was 
P 2 almoſt 
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almoſt extinguiſhed; being preſerve 
only in one faithful family. Yet (as 
is the common weakneſs of human na. 
ture) men ſeem'd to purſue the ſhadow 
when they had loſt the ſubſtance ;— 
the form and ceremony of ſacrificing 
ſtill remained, when alas! what the 
ſacrifice pointed to was loſt and for- 
gotten. 


But notwithſtanding this, God had 
not forgotten to be gracious, nor had he 
ſhut up his loving-Æindnęeſs in diſplea- 
ſure; but now was pleaſed to contrive 
another method of conveying down to 
future generations the knowledge of this 
wonderful diſpenſation, , by revealing 
himſelf in ſuch an eſpecial manner to 
the founder of that particular family, 
which was to be the witneſs and the 


guardian of this maſt important truth ; 
| op 
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—by frequent, and very intereſting in 
tercourſes with this father of the faich- 
ful, explaining that myſtery, which, 
through his means after the. fleſh was 
to bleſs all the families of the earth :— 
giving him the moſt lively, and ſenſible 
idea of the manner of it, by the pal- 
fion and death of the Son of God, by 
making him, in a figure, offer up lis 
only begotton Son upon, the altar. 


Afterwards, by a ſeries of the moſt 
unparallelled events, ſuffering his de- 
ſcendants to be in bondage in the land 
of Agypt—raiſing up a prophet to de- 
liver them from it, by ſigns and won- 


ders, and an out-ſtretched arm—leading 


them a forty years pilgrimage in the 
deſarts — keeping them by theſe means, 
diſtinct from all the nations of the 
world, and employing all that time in 


faſhioning 
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faſhioning them to a religion full of 
the moſt extraordinary and unheard. of 
rites and ceremonies; every. one of 
which was intended to be a type, to 
fix in their minds, with a more vi- 
gorous and laſting impreſſion, the ſame 
ſcheme of redemption : in every ſenſe 
and in every circumſtance. The lau 
(as the apoſtle writes to the Hebrews) 
was to be a ſchoot-maſter to bring then 
to Chriſt. 


In proportion as this diſpenſation 
failed to produce the intended effect, 
did the wiſdom of God exert itſelf by 
another method, by the /þzrit of Pro. 
fhecy : — ſometimes by allegory, and 
figurative expreſſion ;—ſometimes (el- 
pecially as the time of this great reve- 
lation drew nigh) in more exprellive 
language, declaring and publiſhing to 


Sion, 
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SERMON IV. 10g 
Sion, thy God reignetn - deſcribing his 


miraculous birth, his manner of life 
and converſation—his wonderful works 
his death—his reſurreftion—his aſ- 
cenſion, and leading captivity captive, 


and his ſhedding forth the Holy Ghoſt; 


and every one of theſe great events 
N in ſo preciſe and determinate a manner, 
Þ as to declare to us plainly, that God 
intended that every one of them ſhould 
be a diſtin@ characteriſtic of Meſſiah. 


It was with the moſt adorable wil- 


N dom, that God had before ordained, 


| | that this /eed of the woman, which was 


| t brurſe the ſerpent's head, ſhould be 
| raiſed up from the midſt of this ex- 


| traordinary people; who having always 


; before them thoſe ſacred writings, in 


| which the declarations of God con- 


| Cerning this Son of man were recorded; 


the 
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the types, and repreſentations of him, 
which every ceremony of their religion 
held out to them, and the propheciey 
which had ſucceſſively predicted him, 
were therefore furniſhed with every 
pollible character of him, by which to 
know him, when he came :—that when 
he came to thoſe, who were ſo en- 
phatically his own, his own might, 
without doubt or heſitancy, inſtantly 


recave hum. 


The not attending to theſe conſiders 
tions at the time, when theſe types and 
repreſentations of Chriſt were in daily 
exerciſe, and theſe prophecies were de- 
livered, was the great condemnation 0 
the men that lived in thoſe days; 
the very ſame thing was the condem: 
nation of thoſe who rejected him, who 


was ſo manifeſtly both the architype 
of 
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of the former, and the grand ſubje& 
of the latter, when he appeared. 


© The miracles, which the bleſſed Jeſus 
performed during his miniſtry were by 
no means (conſidered abſolutely and by 
themſelves) intended to be the teſt of 
his divine commiſſion, nor to be the 
proofs of his being the Meſſiah, the 
Saviour of the world. Neither indeed 
could they be, either from the analogy 


of ſcripture, or from the general nature 


: 
a) 
= 1 
11 
» 
* 
9 
* 1 
+ 
i 
4 
ol 
' 
' 4 
: | oY 
„* 
4 4 
il 
if 
' 1 
$ 
- 3 
\ 
4 

A 

a 
14 1 

+ wt 
"08. : 
. 

* 
N 
* 

i Kh 
{ ' 
[ 
” a 
* 114 
Wt 
Md 
W143 
Le) 
1 29 
» l 
11-4 8 
7 
1 
R l 


119 
ll 1 


Elijah called down fire from heaven, 
and conſumed the men that were ſent 
againſt him ;—he took his mantle and 
wrapt it together, and ſmote the waters of 
the Jordan, and they were divided hitler 
and thither,—Eliſha procured a great 
abundance of water for three kings in 

Vol. II. 2 their 


— _—_ 


22 
- © 
— 


7 
106 SERMON IV. 
their diſtreſs ;—he multiplied the wi. 
dows cruſe of oil, and her barrel of 
meal ; he obtained a ſon for the Shy. 
namite, and raiſed him from the dead, 


Indeed a miracle, or any number of 
miracles tending to eſtabliſh the ing- 
dom of righteouſneſs, and deſtroy tie 
works of the devil, could do no more, 
than convince thoſe who were witnelles 
of them, that he who performed them, 
was commiſſioned by God; — they 
would prove that a great prophet was 
riſen up, and command their attention 
to what he delivered——further they 
could not go. 


But to eſtabliſh the truth of Meſhah, 
and the credibility of his pretenſions, 
ſomething beyond this was abſolutely 


neceſſary the people, amongſt whom 
he 


SERMON IV. 107 
he appeared, muſt have recourſe to 
ſomething elſe; by which to determine 
that he was not only a prophet, but 
le great prophet—the prince of pro- 
I phets—the Meſhah—the Saviour of the 
* world—the ſeed of the woman, which 
: ſtould bruz/e the ſerpent's head. 


Moſes, and the prophets, the types 


of the law, and the predictions con- 


ceming him, delivered by thoſe in- 
: ſpired favorites of heaven ,—theſe were 
: the other fountains of intelligence to 
j which they were neceſſarily obliged to 
: have recourſe :—they could not, with 
any ſafety, believe in the bleſſed Jeſus, 
ö though appearing in all the majeſty 
of miracles, without firſt conſidering 
ö and comparing his pretenſions with the 
; doftrines of Moſes, and the writings 
of the prophets. —Zad ye believed Męſes, 
| 22 ſay 
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ſays he, ye would have believed me, for 
he wrate of me ;—but, 1f ye believe not 
lns writings, how can. ye believe my 
words? 


They were therefore bound to exa. 
mine his doctrine by Moſes and the 


prophets, otherwiſe they might have 


embraced the goſpel but, upon deceitful 
or precarious grounds. Without a firm 
perſuaſion of the conſonancy of both 
proofs, they would have permitted a 
poſſibility of contradiction between both 
doctrines, each of which was equally al- 
ſented to; and thus the ane, or the 
other might have been falſe, and poſſibly 
neither might have been true. 


But when, together with the writ- 
ings of Moſes, they applied the ſure 
word of prophecy, which indeed was once 

| a light 
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a light ſhining in a dark. place, was. 
but the faint glimmering and dawn of 
this great truth, till the day-ſpring 
ſrom on high ſhone forth in. its meri- 
dian ſplendor then did both Chriſt, 


and the law and the prophets reflect 


the ſtrongeſt light, mutually and reci- 
procally upon each other; —the cha- 
racter of Jeſus, the more it was exa- 
mined into, the more glorious and ge- 
nuine did it appear. —Every thing that. 
he was, every thing that he did, ex- 
plained and gave vigour to Moſes and 
the prophets.— His miracles, and his. 
perſon, pointed to, and unfolded every 
myſtery of God's former diſpenſations; 
and they, in their turn, miniſtered 
ſtrength and demonſtration to the au- 
thenticity of his miracles and perſon. 


Then did the wife and well- diſpoſed 


amongſt 
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110 SERMON IV. 
amongſt thoſe, to whom he came, lee, 
and underſtand the full deſign and pro- 
priety of all the numerous and myſte- 
rious ceremonies of the Jewiſh religion, 
— Then were their underſtandings ohen 
ed, that they underſtood the ſeriptures, 
—the dark ſayings of the prophets—their 
predictions concerning Meſſiah, and the 
kingdom of God.—Then did they per- 
ceive how neceſſary it was that theſe 
types and ſhadows fhould be diſſipated, 
and vaniſh away, when the ſubſtance, 
the perſon pre-ſignified appeared in the 

world —And hence likewiſe appeared 
the wiſdom of God in contriving this 
diſpenſation to be a conſtant guard of 
their faith, before the appearance of 
Meſſiah;—and then to be likewiſe, in 
every circumſtance of it, the grand 
criterion by which, infallibly to know 
him, when he came. 


Falle 
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Falſe prophets, and falſe Chriſts 
might, and did ariſe, and perform by 
juggle and colluſion many vonderful 
works, ſo as, if poſſible, to deceive the 
very Elect.— But the proofs of Meſſiah, 
juſt now mentioned, when once ap- 
plied, made them all fall to the ground 
like Dagon before the ark of God. 


The teſtimony that Andrew bore of 
him to his brother Simon, and Philip 


to Nathaniel, eſtabliſhes the truth of 


this argument :—the former, in all the 
rapture of conviction, cries out, we 
have found, not a great prophet, but 
Means, which is, being interpreted, the 
Chriſt ; the latter, under the ſame con- 
viction, but with {till greater emphaſis, 
lays, we have found him, of whom 


Moſes in the law, and the prophets 


did 
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did write, Jeſus of nnn the ſo 
| of Joſeph. 


The "My bad for many ages been 
diſuſed to miracles, one reaſon for 
which ſeems to be, that the miracles of 
Chriſt might blaze upon them with a 
ſtronger light, and by the diſtance of 
time, might be kept entire, and diſtin 
from all other miracles: that their at. 
tention to thoſe which our Saviour per- 
formed might be more forcibly raiſed, 
and their judgment concerning them 
more fixed and determined, 


The types of the law, and the writ- 
ings of the. prophets were ' continually 
before their eyes, and in their hand,, 

and the wonderful works of Chrilt 
ſtriking :—The analogy therefore and 
compariſon between the one and the 
other, 
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> other, were not only obvious and eaſy, 
but neceſſary and irreſiſtible, 

A little attention to ſome paſſages in 
© the New Teſtament, will perhaps, throw 


j a ſtronger light upon this argument.— 
: > When Chriſt cometh, will he do greater 
C miracles than theſe ?—and again, then 
1 | theſe men, when they ſaw the works 
: | which Jeſus did, cried out, this is of a 


| | ruth that prophet that ſhould come inta 
| tle world, 


4 
3 
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What were the general ſentiments 
| of people concerning the true way of 
[ | judging of Meſſiah, we may learn from 
i | the converſation, that paſled between 
| our Lord, and the woman of Samaria : 
| ſiruck with aſtoniſhment at his marvel- 
| lous knowledge, ſhe cries out, come and 
Vol. II. RO fee 
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fee the man that hath told me all things 


whatſoever I did.—1s not this the Chriſt? 


Theſe, and many other paſſages of 
ſcripture to like import, teach us plain- 
ly what were the pre-conceived notion 
of Meſſiah; and how neceſſarily a com. 
pariſon between the law and the pro- 
phets, and his character and perſon led 
the good and well-diſpoſed to form: 
proper judgment concerning him, 


But the Son of God did not leave 
us in this very important enquiry to 
the uncertain workings of the human 
mind ;—for pride, malice, and preju- 
dice might pervert the judgment cf 
many, and blind their eyes, that they 
{hould not fee him when he came; 
and the concluſions of the honeſt and 


virtuous amongſt them, (however well 
| founded 
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funded in the ſcriptures, and an at- 
© tentive obſervation of the wonderfu 
works which he performed) might per” 
E haps, be thought to want ſufficient 
| authority. 


—_ — . 
„ ö 
. 


He himſelf, therefore, has eſtabliſhed 
this method of argument concerning 
himſelf, and from his own mouth hath 
declared, that from Moſes, and the 
prophets, and the miracles which he 
performed, we ought moſt indiſputably 
to aſſure ourſelves, that he is of a rut 
that Prophet that ſhould come into the 
world. — Search the ſcriptures, for in 
b them ye think ye have eternal life, and 
| lney. are they which teſtify of me. Go, 
. lays he, to John's doubting diſciples, 
(appealing to the writings of the pro- 
4 phets, and to his own wonderful works 
at the ſame moment) go, and ſhew John 
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again the things which ye do hear and ſees 
the blind ſee—the lame walk—the leber 
are cleanſed, and the deaf hear; ile 
dead are raiſed up, the poor have the 
goſpel preached to them, and bleſſed i; 
he, whoſoever ſhall not be offended in 
me. He ſends them back to their fa 
vorite prophet, upon whoſe authority 
they had received the Baptiſt himſelf: 
for it is remarkable, that thoſe very 
ſigns of Meſſiah, which our Saviour 
was then exhibiting in their preſence, 
were all foretold by that Prophet, even 
in that particular paſſage in which the 
book opened when it was put into his 
hands, in the ſynagogue of the Naza- 
rites —The Spirit of the Lord is upon 
me -e hath appointed me to preach tit 
 Goſhel to the poor—he hath ſent me to 
heal the broken-hearted—to preach di. 
Averance to the captives, and Yecouer- 


ing 
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ing of fight to the blind : to ſet at li- 
berty ſuch as are bruiſed—to preach 
the acceptable year of the Lord. 


The words of the text, and the ge- 
 neral deſign of the chapter of which it 
| is a part, add the greateſt weight to 
the argument ;—indeed are the ſum, 
and full ſubſtance of it :—Ought not 
Chriſt to have ſuffered theſe things? 
and beginning at Moſes and all the 
Prophets, he expounded unto them in 
all the ſcriptures the things concerning 


humſelf. 


And well might herr hearts burn 
within them (as the Evangeliſt expreſſes 
it) when they heard the words of eter- 
nal life proceed from the lips of truth 
telf;—from him, who ſpake as never 


man ſake, 
Bleſſed 
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Bleſſed beyond expreſſion, or con- 
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ception—bleſſed were the ears which 
heard, and the eyes which ſaw thoſe 
myſteries, which even angels themſelues 
defire to look into, unfolded in that 
heavenly lecture by wiſdam, and know- 
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ledge itſelf ;—to whoſe underſtandings 
ſtood diſplayed in full porportion this 
whole diſpenſation of Providence—the 
univerſal redemption of all mankind, 
by the Lamb that was ſlain from the 
foundation of the world the nature and 
deſign of the Jewiſh œconomythe 
full meaning of all that the prophets 
had foretold concerning this Seed of the 
woman that was to bruiſe the ſerpent 
head. 


Let us therefore, with awe and re- 


verence, behold this teſtimony of God, 
and fix in our minds with a laſting and 
indelible 


indelible impreſſion, what was intended 
to be, and may be moſt certainly the 
elfect of this great myſtery of godli- 
neſs, which theſe ſolemn arguments 
have thus ſealed and eſtabliſhed, to 
every faithful diſciple ;—let us glory 
in the priviliges made over to us by 
it of being heirs of God, and joint- 
heirs with Chriſt, in that kingdom 
which he hath purchaſed and prepared 
lor us, 
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HOW LONG DOST THOU MAKE US TO 
naysT? IF THOU BE THE CHRIST, 
TELL US PLAINLY, 


HIS was the language of infi- 
delity, ever n the 5 days of our 
bleſſed Saviour Kit hen the tel- 
timony of his ET fo” 
every moment. ſtrong and powerful be- 
fore the world: addreſſing itfelf to their 
ſenſes, their underſlandings, their feel- 


ings. | 


ommiſſion was 


How little reaſon then is there for 
our wonder, if this, and worſe than 
this, ſhould be the language of it in 

ITE thele 
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theſe later ages of the world? When, 
to ſuperficial, and inconſiderate in. 
quirers, the evidence of the Chriſtian 
religion may ſeem weaker, and leſs to 
be depended upon, from length of 
time, and our diſtance from that period 
in which faith might have been the re. 
ſult of ſight, | 


If in thoſe early ages chriſtianity had 


to combat with prejudices deep-rooted 


and violent, ariſing from an attachment 
to an old, and long-eſtabliſhed religion, 
as well as with the vices and paſſions 
of men; ſhe now has to combat with 
the vices and paſſions of men, together 
with an abſolute diſavowal of all re— 
ligion whatſoever. 


Then ſhe had not to preach up every 
principle of piety and religion ;—thelc 
were 
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were in ſome degree known, and ac- 
know ledged. Now ſhe has to lay even 
this foundation in the hearts of men; 
and therefore, ſince iniquity aboundeth, 
and the love of many waxeth cold, we 
are not to wonder that there ſhould be 
found men hardy enough to ſay, with 
the unbelievers in the text, How long 


doſt thou make us to doubt. 


- 


It is not my intention 'at this time, 
to urge the great and folemn arguments 
for the truth of chriſtianity to theſe 
men; it would be too great an honour 
to infidelity to treat it with ſo much 
ceremony. The deſign of this addreſs 
is far otherwiſe :—it is to expoſe the 
baſeneſs and inſincerity of infidelity, 


and to attack theſe men in a quarter, 
where they leaſt expect me; to prove 
to them, that they really are not un- 

believers ;— 


/ 
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believers ;—that they have no. doubty 
at all about the truth of chriſtianity ;— 
and that, of all the pretences they 
make uſe of againſt a reformation of 
their manners, this, which they pretend 
ariſes from their doubts concerning the 
faith, 1s the moſt diſtant from truth and 
ſincerity. 


But here I mean not to affirm that 
there have not been, that there are not 
ſome men that are really infidels— 
Theſe are rare; and whenever they 
have appeared in the world, they ſeem 
to be held out to us by Providence 
as a kind of monſter, ſhewing to what 
lengths of impiety a corrupt and aban- 
doned heart may run, and fearful ex 
amples of the direful effects of God's 
dereliction and reprobation. 


But 
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But I would be underſtood to affirm, 
that of the many, who, with impious o- 
ſtentation profeſs, and wiſli to be ranked 
among this claſs of men, very few have 
the leaſt title or e tolit. 
„ is dnir vices + and. debauche« 
| ries. that have produced their unbelief, 
not their unbelief their vices, and de- 
baucheries.— Having inliſted chemſelves 
into the ſexvice of lin, and wiſhing to 
enjoy its, pleaſures pure, and without 
alloy, that, frightful idea that damps 
them all. (for all theſe things God 
oil l call thee into judgment ) muſt at 
all events, be obliterated. —That im- 
preſſion. will lurk at the bottom of their 
moſt pleaſing draughts ; ; and, without 
' this charm of infidelity, b2tet/i like a ſer- 
phent, and ſtingeth like an adder. When 
once men have travelled on ſo far in 
the 
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the ways of fin, and by habit con- 
tracted ſuch an affection for the allure- 
ments it offers, that a retreat into the 
paths of virtue is become extremely 
difficult, or impoſſible; then it is, that 
to fancy themſelves happy, they muſt 
doubt; then it is, that to be free from 
the painful teſtraints of religion, and 
"From that bitter remorſe which accom- 
panies che Violation of its laws, its 
truths muſt be queſtioned ;—the capti- 
vated mind” muſt be perverted ;—its 
powers employed in cavilling againſt 
its teſtimonies; and it muſt liſten with 
greedineſs to the profligate diſcourles 
of thoſe, who are ſtill more advanced | 
in impiety chan themſelyes. 


-\*\ > Box rt conlider ww inthe greateſt 
ſtate of ſecurity (if ſuch may be ad- 
mitted without religion) even with the 
powers 
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powers of his underſtanding  unper- 
verted, yet the propenſity of our nature 
to vice is ſuch—ſo numerous are the 
temptations to a relaxed and immoral 
conduct, that ſtronger reſtraints than 
thoſe of mere reaſon, are neceſſary to 
be impoſed on him, The ſenſe of right 
and wrong—the principle of honour— 
or the inſtin& of benevolence, are bar- 
riers tao weak to withſtand the ſtrength 
of the paſſions ;—and the paſſions in 


their wild extravagancies, cannot ſub- 
ſiſt without the ſupport of infidelity.— 
Our reaſon, our feelings, our conſci- 
ence, every thing within us is in con- 
tinued warfare againſt them: we are 
obliged therefore to ſearch for ſome 
powerful auxiliaries, and to fight for 
them even againſt ourſelves. 


3 
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For that principle (happy is the man 
that doth not condemn. himſelf in that 
thing which he atloweth) ſticks ſo cloſe 
to us, that we cannot reſt till we have 
found ſomething to juſtify us in our ſinful 
compliances, and to ſpeaſ peace to us, 
20hen, alas! there is no peate. — The 
molt abandoned profhgate yet, could 
never be happy, till, by the invention 
of ſome fallacy, he had turned from his 
boſom the edge of the criminahty of 
his luſt; and reſcued himfelf from the 
tormenting importunities of that Mo. 
nitor within him, who is pepetually 


_ © exhibiting to him the deformity of his 


life, and endeavouring to awaken him 
to ſome tranſient ſenſe of his condition. 
It is but a half enjoyment of ſin, when 
remorſe of conſcience is perpetually in 
arms to diſpute its pleaſures : ſuch a 
| bY purehaſe, 
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purchaſe, at the expence of all our 
bappinels, 1s, much too dear. 


In this dreadful dilemma, the wretch 
finds no medium. between reforming 
his life, and making himſelf eaſy in 
the practice of ungodlineſs. The for- 
mer he cannot do: : for can the Æthi- 
opian change his ſkin, or the leapard 
his ſpots ? | ?—the latter therefore, he muſt 
do 4 any rate :—the hand- -writing 
upon the wall mult be blotted ou 
the truths of religion muſt be called in 
queſtion and he muſt ſatisfy himſelf 
that he doubts of their credibility, 
Upon. this preſumption - the charm is 
hniſhed—the ſenſibility of conſcience 
is ſuſpended—and he works all ungod- 
uneſs "with greedineſs. = 1 5 * 
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That this is one probable cauſe of 
this infidelity, reflect upon thoſe hap- 
pier days of innocence and virtue, 
when the paſſions were under the con · 
troul of religion; and the heart, as yet 
untainted, knew no finful will, che- 
riſhed no unhallowed thought. How 
reſpectable, how awful were the ideas 
of religion the faith of your fore- 
fathers ſound no obſtacle tO its ad: 
miſſion; and reaſon joined all her 
powers to ſecure and fortify it in your 
boſoms,—Doubts and infidelity. never 
entered there, 


A change of manners inſtantly chan- 
ged theſe views of religion, and the 
diſagreeablenefs of its commands cre- 
ated a diſbelief of its evidence.—But 
will he be hardy enough to ſay, that 
theſe firſt impreſſions, fo favourable to 

truth 
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truth and piety, were ſtamped by the. 
prejudice of education in infancy? 

T will be bold to aſk him, what Ways 
thoſe impreſſions ſo hoſtile to both? 

and I will anſwer, the. 'prejudice 5 
vice; and prejudice for prejudice.— _ 
By which would a wiſe and conſiderate 
man chools to be led? — by thoſe, 
which formed in innocence, lead to 
virtue and "happineſs? —or by thoſe 
which generated] by vice, lead us into 
every kind of immorality, a and termi. 


nate in certain ruin. 


Il this be not the caſe reſpecting the 
baleneſs and inſincerity of infidelity, 
how are we to account for the ſudden 
_ Impreſſions of awe, and terror made on 
the minds of unbelievers in the 'day of 
afflition?—how ſuddenly, in that dread- 
ful hour, is all their oſtentatious equi- 
| page 
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page of unbelief diſconcerted ? — all 
the great truths of religion ſtare them 
in the face, and dazzle them with the 
genuine evidence of their certainty and 
everlaſting importance. They eagerly 
fly to the God of their fathers, and 
ſupplicate his merey chrough che blood 
of the once - deſpiſed Redeemer, Thoſe 
of Us, who are called upon to allilt 
them in this direful conflict, have no 
need to convince them, it is the com. 
forts, not the proofs of religion, they 
now want. ET 95 _— 
But has this ſickneſs unto death 
brought any new arguments, any freſh 
demonſtration of the truth of revela- 
tion? — No: — Religion now touches 
their heart — their ſinful indulgencies 
are no more—in one word, their doubts 
were the doubts ot tumultuous pal: 
ſions 
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ſions, theſe are now extinguiſhed, and 
with them thoſe are fled away, 


But if, from the foregoing reflections 
it appears, that theſe men do not in 
deed diſbelieve, or even doubt of the 
truth of revelation, it may likewiſe 
ealily be proved that they cannot, 
they are. not qualified to doubt: for 
we may boldly make the ſame reply 
to them, that Tertulhan made to the 
Heathen in his days, in oppoſition to 
his reproaches againſt the myſteries and 
doctrines of Jeſus.—“ They condemn 
* what they underſtand not; — they 
* find fault with what. they never have 
* examined their knowledge is ſoun- 
* ded upon hear- ſay.— They blaſpheme 
* that, of Which they are ignorant — 
they are ignorant becauſe they hate 
* it, and they hate it too much to 

* endure 


% endure the toil and fatigue of ſearch» 
% ing into the depths of its evidence:“ 
for, if you examine with the ſlighteſt 
ſcrutiny, the grounds of their unbelief, 
what are they ?—popular prejudices, 
vulgar witticiſms, a certain jargon of 
libertiniſm, that paſſes from one to a- 
nother; received without examination, 
repeated without underſtanding ; hav- 
ing no foundation; ſupported by no 
principle; uttered by men too diſſolute, 
too much diſſipated by pleaſure to bear 
the painful taſk of ſerious, diſpaſſionate, 
ſober meditation upon a religion, which 
they deſpiſe, and of which they wiſh 
to be ignorant; —by men of a cha- 
Tater too trifling, and too ſuperficial 
to be capable of ſtudy and attention; 
and too much debauched to ſubmit 
to Ut, 


And 
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And theſe are thoſe formidable ene- 
mies.of the truth of God, and the re- 
ligion of Jeſus, who have not formed 
to themſelves their doubts from reaſon, 
virtue, and learning ; knowing but the 
language of doubt; not really inſidels, 
but only the poor eccho of infidelity, 
ſubjugated to infinitely greater preju- 
dices ; and credulous to a degree far 
ſurpaſſing that, of which they accule the 
true believers in the goſpel of Chrill. 


And when we reflect upon thoſe great 
and elevated charafters of piety and 
learning, that have from time to time 
appeared in the world; who, alter A 
life wholly devoted to ſtudy and appli- 
cation, have, with the profoundeſt hu- 
mility, ſubmitted to the faith of Chriſt ; 
| =have defended it againſt the bla- 
phemy of Pagans—ſilenced the boaſled 

Vol. II. , philoſophy 
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philoſophy of the ſages of the world— 
made the fooliſhneſs of the croſs "EA 
umph over the wiſdom and learn- 
ing of Rome and Athens he bril- 
liancy of miracles—the deaths of armies 
of martyrs—the fufilling of prophecies: 
when we conſider theſe, and 'ten thou- 
ſand other circumſtances, of equal 
ſtrength and import with theſe; reaſon 
muſt command us to affirm, that, to 
overturn theſe, ſomething more ſub- 
ſtantial and concluſive muſt be pro- 
duced, than theſe unbelievers ever have, 
Or ever can urge; that ſomething ſupe- 
rior to angels themſelves muſt preach 
that other goſpel; or that we muſt pro- 
nounce that to be the fooliſhneſs of 
folly that ſhall dare to attempt it. 


Whenever therefore, we are called 
upon, either in our general character 
* 


— 


as Chriſtians, or in that more intimate 
and more nearly- connected relation, in 
which we ſtand to the bleſſed Jeſus, as 
miniſters of his word, and ſtewards of 
his myſteries :— whenever we are called 
upon to give an anſwer to this, or any 
other inſidious queſtion propoſed. to 
us by theſe pretended unbelievers, how 
long doſe thou make us to. doubt, let us 
not do them ſo much honour, as, under 
a conviction of the truth of their 
wicked pretenſions to infidelity, to 
attempt a regular and ſolemn proof 
of our holy religion :—they know that 
he is the Chriſt ;—he hath openly de- 
clared himſelf, and comfirmed that de- 
claration by ten thouſand arguments ;— 
and they believe it. Let us, by every 
method of gentle, and inſinuating ad- 
dreſs, or, if that be ineffectual by the 
terrors of the Lord, perſuade them to 

U 2 abandon 
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abandon thoſe luſts, — to root out thoſe 
paſſions, by the fatal influence of 
which they are tempted to wiſh to 
diſbelieve; and the indulgence of which 
1s a ſcandal even to the religion of 
nature, Let them diveſt themſelves of 
every prejudice, and be really pol- 
ſeſſed of a genuine unmixed affection 
for truth, and a vital untainted love 
of virtue. | 


Thus prepared, they need no more; 
every doubt that their former apoſtacy 
magnified into a pretended demonſtra- 
tion, will inſtantly vaniſh; and the 
truths of the goſpel will blaze upon 
their hearts and their underſtandings 
with powerful and irreſiſtible glory.— 
Our Saviour hath ſaid it, — F any man 


dioill do the will of my Father, he ſhall 


know of the doctrine, whether it be of Gods 


hether I k 
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1 KIN G I, xvi 21, 


AND N wha ALL THE 
PEOPLE, AND SAID 'UNTO THEM, 
- HOW 'LONG HALT YE BETWEEN 
; TWO OPINIONS?! Ir THE LORD 
BE GOD, rere mms nur 1b 


BAAL, TEN 
„ + 99s was a very ſerious and a very 
intereſting queſtion, propoſed at 
this time, by che prophet to the whole 
congregation of Iſraet.—Their divided 
and unſteady affections for the ſervice 
of the God of their Fathers, and the 


* . 4 


* | idolatry 


1 
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idolatry of Baal, had long been matter 


of the moſt agonizing grief to this man 
of God. It is a ſolemn call upon them 
to apply to the great concerns of reli. 
gion, this univerſally acknowledged 
maxim of teaſon ;—* It is impoſſible 
* that the affections ſhould be fixed at 
* once upon objects of an oppoſite 
* and. inconſiſtent nature ;"—ſhewing 
them, that a medium in this caſe was 
impoſſible; and that a practice inſti- 
tuted upon this principle was abſurd 
and unprofitable.— They muſt be the 
ſervants of the Lord, or the worſhip- 
pers of Baal. 


- "Hs calls upon them therefore, to bring 
ts matter to an awful and ſolemn 
deciſion, that they might no longer halt 
| between, two opimons ; but that, if in the 
event, it ſhould fully and inconteſtably 


appear, 
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appear that the Lord, he: was the God, 
then they - ſhould. devote themſelves 
with à regular, uniform, and conſif- 
tent piety, to his worſhip and ſervice; 
but, that, if. on' the other hand, Baal 
ſhould. prove himſelf to be the true 
God, they ſhould. then follow him :— 
unſetter. themſelves at once, from all 
thoſe reſtraints of devotion and holi- 
neſs, ſobriety. and morality ; the other 
religion dictated and enjoined, and let 
chemſelves looſe, without fear or re- 
morſe, to all the pleaſures of the world. 
This permitted and indulged, i the 
Lord be God, follow im Ins 4 Baal, 
then Walen im. 


11 


5 cannot Is. FRI tas that 
ined. partial, and defective ſervice 
of God, which diſgraceß he characters 
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of many of thoſe who call chemſelves 
Chriſtians, ſnould owe its origin to ay 
ſuch doubts, as ſeemed to poſſeſs the 
minds of theſe Iſraelites before us; and 
that, like them, they ſhould, for their 
own conviction wait till fire ſhould come 
down from Heaven, and in their pre- 
fence conſume the burnt ſacriſico, and 
the wood, and the ſtones, and the duſt, 
and tick up the water that is in the 
trench. They want not ſuch evidence; 
and if they had it, no effect could be 
produced from it: our Saviour has 
determined it, they hear mot Moſes 
and the ' Prophets, neither will they be 
perſuaded, though one roſe from the 
dead. —We have ſtill ſtronger evidence 
than even this ve have not only 
Moſes and the prophets, but we have 


allo Chriſt and oa Apoſtles, 1 
How 
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Ho then, ſhould it come to pals, 
that men ſhould believe the premiſſes, 
(for I know that they believe) and pro- 
ſeſs themſelves of a religion which de- 
mands their whole and reaſonable ſer- 
vice; and yet in their practice, deny 
themſelves bound to pay that ſervice ? 
—This i is a difficulty I confels myſelf 
urable to ſolve; nor is it in any degree 
with this view that I have at this time 
entered upon the. ſubje&—it 1 is rather 
to expoſe the danger and folly of that 
inconſiſtent practice, And becaule the 
defect I am now complaining of, ſhews 


itſelf .moſt conſpicuouſly. in thoſe parts 
of our behaviour which concern the 
ordinances and ſervices of God—the - 
obſervation of the ſabbath—and at- 
tending upon the publick worſhip of 
God—to argue with men upon the 
principle of the text—and to offer to 
X 2 them 
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them ſuch conſiderations as may have 
a tendency to perſuade them to a more 
conſiſtent practice; that they may no 
longer think it | poſſible to be the ſer- 
vants of God, and the worſhippers of 
Baal. e 


There is no one, who has ever 
palled a thought upon religion, but 
knows, and acknowledges that one great 
and fundamental part of it is obedience, 
in the idea, under which it is propoſed 
to "Chriſtians, —Obedience, founded in, 
and flowing from 'a love of God, in 
expectation of his promiſes through 
Chriſt, and in dependance on the bleſſed 
influences of his Holy Spirit, in merit 
of the ſame Redeemer and Interceſſor. 
Reaſon herſelf muſt teach us then, that 
ſuch an obedience, flowing from ſuch 
a principle, ſupported by ſuch expett- 


ations , 
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ations, and depending upon ſuch aſ- 
ſiſlances, conſiſtently with human frail- 


ties and infirmities, muſt be univerſal ;— 
allowing no one ſingle reſerv'd inſtance, 


no indulgence to a favorite paſſion : 
that it will permit nothing to ſtand in 
competition with it; that it will for 
ever baniſh the moſt diſtant idea of 
rivalſhip. 


For our religion teaches us, that we 
are to love the Lord our God with ALL 
our heart, —If this be fo, what then 
can ſhare any part of it? Obedience 
is the expreſſion of that love: then 
muſt we keep all his commandments.— 
Among the firſt of theſe ſtand all moral 
duties: as being founded in the nature 
and relation of things, and being there- 
tore of eternal and immutable obliga- 
tion; enforced likewiſe by reyelation, 

and 
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and the voice of God; ſpeaking, — 
Having their ſanction not only from 
their natural tendency to, befriend and 
promote: our trueſt happineſs here, 
but from the promiſes made every 
where in the goſpel of eternal glory 
hereafter, through the merits and ſa- 
tisfaftion of Chriſt. —Theſe all ſtand in 
the rank of equal authority, and each 
in its turn, in enjoining and enforcing 


obedience to man, ſays with equal and 
never · ceaſing voice, do thts and live. 


| Whoever therefore, in compliance 
with any temptation, or in indulgence 
of any favorite paſſion renounces his 
allegiance to any one of theſe duties, 
emphatically breaks one link of this 
great chain; — the univerſality of his 
obedience ceaſes from that moment he 
has broken the covenant ;—he 1s not 

ſuch 
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ſuch as God and his religion require 
him to be. The principle, upon which 
his fortuitous obedience in other parts 
of his duty is founded, is baſe, and 
hypoeritical. In the ſight of God he 
is a traytor and a rebel. For, if ſimi- 
lar temptations were addreſſed to any 
other of the paſſions to ſolicit: his com- 
pliance, and to make him deſert his 
duty i in other parts of it, the ſame want 


of principle —ihe ſame depravity of 
ſpirit would certainly prevail ;—and if 
he does not continue innocent in this, 


it is his good fortune, not his vinue, 
1 
that he does To. 


FF 


This TINO to us, that thoſe ects. 
rations of ſcripture that ſeem to enforce 
this doctrine with ſome: degree of rigour 
and ſeverity, are not arbitrary decrees 
of God; but founded in reaſon, and 


ſpring 
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ſpring: from the very nature of things: 
— No man can ſerve tro maſters, ye 

cannot ſerve God and mammon. Friend. 
Ship with the world is enmity with God, — 
Tf any man love the world, the love of 
the Father abideth not in ham.—1f a man 
keep the whole law, and yet offend in 
one Vent, he. is guilty of all. 


A Aria and regular ahlercance of 
the ſabbath, and a conſtant attendance 
upon all the ordinances of religion, 
having the Supreme Being moſt inti- 
mately and moſt abſolutely for their 


immediate object, the one neceſſary to 


preſerve the face of religion in the 
world; and by its conſtant and frequent 
returns, giving men opportunity, and 
calling upon them to ſuſpend awhile, 
the buſineſs and amuſements of this 
life, in order to think intenſely upon 

the 
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the great concernments of a better ;— 
the other, our bounden duty and ſer- 
vice, both as individuals, and as pub- 
lick bodies of Chriſtians, whoſe duty 
and ſupreme felicity it is to adore, 
praiſe, and thank their great Creator, 
Redeemer, and Sandctifier; to be in- 
ſtructed in their duty, and to practiſe it 
allo in one great and moſt eſſential 
part of it; —theſe great duties, I ſay, 
under whatever character we are plcaſed 
to conſider them, cannot but be al- 
lowed to be of infinite and indefeaſablc 
obligation. — Whoever therefore pro- 
feſſes himſelf a Chriſtian, and lives in 
an open, and avowed profanation ot 
the one, and in a neglect, or rare and 
infrequent atttendance on the other, 
is acting in open deliance of an eſtab- 
liſhed firſt principle of reaſon and re- 
ligion—is ſerving two maſters, is cre— 

Vol. II. 7 ating 
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ating concord between Chriſt and 
Belial. If there be any truth in the 
fore-going reflections, ſuch a man's re- 
ligion is vain :—neither acceptable to 
God, nor profitable to himſelf. —Be not 
deceived, God is not mocked; ſuch a 
broken, maimed and partial ſervice, in 
the eye of God, 1s no ſervice at all.— 
My jon, ſays he, give me thine heart, 
It he has it not whole and entire, he 
has it not at all. Such a conduct ſhews 
the greateſt folly, as well as the greateli 
implety ;—it is halting between two 
ohintons; or, which is the ſame thing, 
(if we believe the Lord to be the God) 
it is miſtaking the true and genuine 
mode of conduct, which following Hi 


neceſſarily implies, and produces. 


What this is under the idea, that 
reaſon, and revelation repreſent it, I 
have 
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have endeavoured to explain; and 
therefore, if we are determined not to 
ſtrive to reach to this, why do we go 
on in ſaying the Lord, he is the God, 
the Lord, he is the God! What ule is 
there in profeſſing and living under 
theſe partial reſtraints of a religion, 
which, in this view of it, can do us 
no good? Why ſubmit to the painful 
drudgery of this irregular, intermitted 
ſervice, offering violence to ſome of 
our paſſions, and enduring ſome ſruit- 
lels unpleaſurable mortifications ? — 
Why ſuffer the ſtimulating imputation 
of having too much religion for this 
world, and too little for the next? — 
Let us have courage enough to an- 
nounce Baal for our God; and then 
let us follow him without reſerve ; 
and, if that be poſſible, let us enjoy 
the pleaſures and profits of ſin, pure 

Y 2 and 
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and unalloyed.—Let us run riot in the 
purſuit of every gratification which our 
wildeſt extravagances can invent ; and 
taſte every joy without pain and with- 
out remorſe : looking back upon the 
paſt with no regret nor anguiſh look- 
ing forward to the future with no a- 
gonizing reflections, no ill-boding ap- 
prehenſions of the juſt judgment of 
God. Let us extend the beautiful com- 
pariſon of the Royal Preacher to the 
object of every one of our appetites 
in the moſt unbounded ſenſe, —loot 
upon the wine when tt is red, when, it 
moveth itſelf aright, when it giveth its 
colour in the cup; and feel our hearts 
againſt the envenomed monſters that 
the preachers of the goſpel pretend 
are lurking at the bottom ;—let us drink 
it, and wring out the very dregs of 
it, under an aſſured diſbelief that at the 


lf 
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laſt it biteth lite a ſerpent, and ſlingeth 


like an adder. 


But reaſon, nature, the very ele- 
ments of our being, conſcience,—all 
with one voice, cry out, how then ſhall 
we eſcape ? Religion will proclaim a- 
loud, and in the midſt of all this tumult 
will be heard, —Rejorce, O young man, 
in thy youth ; and tet thine heart cheer 
thee in the days of thy youth ; and walk 
in the ways of thine heart, and in the 
fight of thine eyes :—but know thou, that 
for all theſe things, God will call thee 


into judgment. This is a ſerious con- 


ſideration throws the whole weight 
into the ſcale of religion, and will force 

us to conlels that the Lord, he is the 
God, the Lord, he is the God. 


Thele are truths we cannot deny ;— 


—_- 


the 
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the hardieſt unbelievers yet, never pre. 
tended to have demonſtration againſt 
them. However, in the gaiety of youth 
and in the vigour of health, they may 
have denied them, in the time of ſick- 
neſs, and affliftion, they have felt their 
credibility ;—in the hour of death they 
have believed and proclaimed them.— 
I am addreſſing myſelf to Chriſtians :— 
We are perſuaded of them—let us even 
now be well aſſured upon what grounds 
our Preparation for that great reſult 
of them ſtands.—Let us conſider our 
religion; its purity, its univerſality, its 
perfettion.—Let us compare our op1- 
nions, and practice with this un-erring 
flandard.—Above all, let us ſearch with 
the niceſt ſcrutiny, into the principles 
that actuate our whole conduct; and 
ſee whether they are ſuch, as will ren— 


der it uniform, rational, conſiſtent.— 
| Let 
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Let our religious character reſemble 
that, which we think we ought to main- 
tain in civil and ſocial life, —As in 
juſtice, in friendſhip, in attachment to 
the laws, and liberties of our country, 
it muſt be perfect and unimpeached; 
ſo let us, with much ſtronger reaſon, 
be perſuaded that it muſt be in religion. 
Let us ſerve God every where, and 
always ;—in the church, in the cloſet, 
in the world, in our buſineſs; nay, in 
our diverſions themſelves.— But in his 
day, in his ſanctuary, let us be zealous, 
lteady, exemplary; for God's ſake, for 
our own, for the ſake of our fellow. 
creatures. Let nothing fland in com- 
petition with this our bounden duty 
and ſervice: e may be bad men with 


it, we cannot be good men without it. 


And when we are perſuaded to al- 
ſemble 
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ſemble ourſelves to perform it, let our 
devotions at theſe times be fixed, fer. 
vent, heavenly.—Let our prayers he 
ſet forth in the ſight of God as the in- 
cenſe, and the lifting up of our hands be 
as the evening ſacrifice. Let us preſent 
him not our ſouls only but our bodies 
alſo, as our whole and reaſonable ſer. 
vice; with ese, not only in obedience 
to the commands of that church to 
which we belong, but in conformity to 
the principles upon which we are form, 
expreſſing and exciting devotion, and 
the moſt humble affeQtions ;—kneeling, 
and falling down before him, when the 
more ſolemn and intereſting parts of the 
ſervice in which we are engaged require 
it.—In the moſt enlarged, and extenſive 
{ſenſe of Solomon's injunction, Vet us 
keep our foot, when we go into the 


houſe of God. 10 JA 5 
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1 CORINTHIANS, iii. 18. 


LET NO MAN DECEIVE HIMSELF. 


A* D can it be imagined then, 

that ſo extraordinary a precept 
as this need to be addreſſed to rational 
beings ?—Can a man deceive himſelf? 


—Are we not formed with faculties to 
know what is for our good; and with 
affections and paſſions, to ſolicit and 
urge us to the purſuit of it? Can any 
man knowingly and deliberately miſ- 
take the nature and tendency of the 
objects of his purſuits, and run counter 
to the firſl feelings of human nature, 

2 2 in 
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in ſwallowing poiſon, or courting the 
point of the drawn dagger?—Can any 
thing be nearer to us than the little 
throbbing being within us ? — Where 
can we and our affairs be ſafer than in 
the hands of ourſelves ? 


We may, indeed, be deceived by 
the falſe and deluſive appearance of the 
objects about us, and enſnared by the 
deceivableneſs of riches, and the gay 
and flattering images of pleaſure and 
enjoyment, may call evil good, and good 
evil; may put bitter for ſweet, and fecet 
for bitter; put darkneſs for light, and 
light for darkneſs, —But ſurely this is 
not deceiving ourſelves :—we conc{ude 
we are right ;—we think we are purſu- 
ing what is good and profitable to us, 
and therefore, though we are to be 
fitied for judging wrong, yet we mull 
not 
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not be charged with deceiving ourſelves 
any more than we ſhould be accounta- 
ble for the enjoyment of the fantaſtic 
pleaſure of a dream; or, the ſtronger 
and more powerful poſſeſſion of a de- 
lirium, | 585 


Theſe, and ſuch as theſe, are the 
general ſubterfuges of ſinners; and 
prove, with inconteſtable demonſtration, 
the very truth they want to deny ;— 
it is impoſſible to urge a better argu- 
ment to ſhe how eaſily men may, and 
do deceive themſelves, than by point- 


ing to ſuch poor excuſes as theſe. 


How this comes to paſs will be very 
eaſy to inveſtigate, by attending a little 
to the operations of our minds, in our 
converſe with the objects around us; 


and marking the progrels, and ſucceſſive 
effects 
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effects of the preference we have the 
power of giving to ſome ideas before 
others, But it will be melancholy to 
obſerve, how banefa], but yet how de- 
termined an effect the reſult of all this 
neceſſarily has upon our lives. How, 
to this ſingle circumſtance alone, is 
owing, all the miſconduct, and irregu— 
larity we fee in the world: that it is 
this deceit, which we put upon our 
hearts, that is the one—laſt—univerſal 
cauſe of all our tranſgreſſions and mil- 
fortunes. —That it is this, that brings 
to our embraces the moſt pernicious 
pleaſures, marked under the ſpecious 
appearance of happineſs, and perhaps 
of innocence; keeping the fancy amuſed 
with the glittering dazzle of its charms, 
and chaining down the reaſon and 
Judgment, that yet would ſtrive to dil- 
robe the monſter, and ſhew her to us 


in 
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in her native deformity. How to this 
principle is owing, not our committing 
the moſt flagrant enormities (theſe per- 
haps, attack us in a different way, and 
by being daring and violent, and there- 
fore guarded againſt by many, bear 
down and ſubdue only the moſt aban- 
doned natures; ) but the indulging our- 
ſelves in ſuch practices, which, though 
utterly contrary to the true ſpirit of 
religion, and inconſiſtent with the chief 
duties of the Chriſtian life, we yet flatter 
ourſelves, are harmleſs and innocent. 
and (which, perhaps, is worſe than all) 
how to this principle is owing that de- 
luſive perſuaſion of the efficacy of that 
laſt reſerve men vainly flatter them- 


ſelves they have laid up in ſtore againſt 


the day of neceſlity, a death bed re- 
pentance, 


But 
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But yet, it will be ſome conſolation 


to have it obſerved to us, that this 


d 3 


dreadful circumſtance is not vithout 
remedy ; — that there are means, by the 
pious uſe of which, and by the grace 
of God, we may obey the advice in 
the text, and ſo in every inſtance live 
like rational conſiſtent Chriſtians; and 


die like thoſe who know in whom they 
have believed. 


If we would know how it comes to 
paſs that we can and do fo often deceive 
ourſelves, let us for a moment take a 
ferious ſurvey of the conduct of our 


mind in her general converſe with the 
objects around her. 


It is ſo natural to us to delight in 
pleaſure, and to diſlike and ſhun pain 
even in the leaſt and loweſt degrees of 

© It, 
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it, that not only in the actual purſuit 
of ſenſible objects, but in our very ideas 
(the faint images of them) we proceed 
by this very principle, —Thole, that 
are pleaſurable, and promiſe joy, are 
courted and encouraged : we catch at 
them as they paſs along—invite them 
in;—they are treated with hoſpitable 
reſpect, and cheared with the aſpect of 
friendſhip :—thoſe that are ſolemn and 
grave, and ſhew the ſmalleſt traces of 
gloom and melancholy, are ſuffered to 
pals by unnoticed; nay, are diſcou- 


raged from approaching us, and ba- 
niſhed this ſeat of feſtivity.—And in 
connecting and comparing theſe ideas; 
how do we embrace and faſten upon 
thoſe that pleaſe us, and how ſlightly 
do we regard, with what negligence do 
we treat thoſe, that have any thing 

o ˙ - nous 
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ſerious and inconſonant with this tone 
of mirth and gaiety ? 


Virtue in her firſt advances towards 
us, moves with the pace of gravity and 
ſeriouſneſs; and perhaps requires fre- 
quent converſation and intimacy to 
engage our affection and friendſhip.— 
Vice dances before us in ten thouſand 
mimic forms of joy and pleaſure— 
catches the fancy—influences the al- 
fections—and corrupts the heart. 


How. erroneous then muſt be the 
judgment we pals upon things in thele 
circumſtances; when our minds have 
before, by a natural and neceſſary pro- 
ceſs raiſed up paſſion, prejudice, and 
partiality to form the ſolemn deciſion, 


When nature, vitiated nature has 
received 
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received the impreſſion, when the ſenſes 
are 'glowing with the raptures of en- 
joyment, how ſhall reaſon make er 
{till voice to be heard amid ſuch noife 
and tumult ?—She riſes to detect the 
cheat, but a more favoured orator ſteps 
forth .and interpoſes; and with the 
blandiſhments of falſe eloquence, pro- 
miles peace to the young and gay; 
though they follow the ways of their 
own heart, and the fight of their eyes. 
Repetition and variety heighten theſe 
effects of pleaſure, and the very fre- 
quent view of its conſequences ſeen at 
a diftance makes them familiar, and 
throws the whole weight in the ſcale 
of pleaſure. Reaſon is now heard no 
more ;—paſſion governs without a rival. 
Then it is, that the man ſeizes the en- 
| Chantreſs's cup and drinks the tranſ- 
torming draught, without one thought 

| A a 2 „„ 
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of the fatal drug, that muſt ſoon operate 
to his deſtruction; — then it is that he 
looks upon the wine when, it is red, 
when it giveth its colour in the cup, 
when it moveth itſelf aright ;, bub regards 
not the monſter that lurks at the. bot- 
tom ; nor conſiders (in the expreſſive 
image of Solomon) that at the laſt lit 
biteth like a ferpent, and mes lite an 
adder. ve 


To this principle may be reduced 
every inſtance of ſinful compliance ;— 
every error, that robs us af our ſalva- 
tion ;—we deceive ourſelves; e volun- 
tarily encourage every idea of pleaſure, 
and ſenſual gratification ; —diſregard 
every thing ob a different tendency ;— 
and render it abſolutely impoſlible for 
us to form any competent judgment 
of things of the utmoſt importance.— 


And 
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And when good education has not, with 
the utmoſt care been attended to; O 
when young perſons have been intro- 
duced into the world too ſoon, or under 
any unfavourable eircumſtanees, how: 
dreadful have been the conſequences ! 
how eonſtantly has any one of the 
leaſt obſervation diſcovered this to be 
its natural progreſs, 


It begins in the mind by theſe gentle 
attacks of ſenſual pleaſure, produces 
all ſorts of vices in youth ; in manhood - 
it grows up into impiety and irreligion, 
pride and ambition; and terminates, in 
od age, in the contracted, withered 
fruit of meanneſs and avarice. 


It is with men under the poſſeſſion 
of this ſelf-deceit, that St. Paul expo- 
ſtulates in this ſtimulating language: 

O ſooliſſh 
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0 fooliſh Galatians ! who hath bewitched 
you 2—that you ſhould not obey the truth, 
before whoſe eyes Jeſus Chriſt hath been 
evidently ſet forth. That men ſhould 
have the truth evidently ſet forth be- 
fore them, and not obey it, feemed to 
the apoſtle ſo great an abſurdity, that 
he expreſſes his aſtoniſhment by this 
unuſually vehement expreſſion, — who 
hath bewitched you ? 


It was thzs that Iult'd the guilty king 
of Ifrael into the ſecureſt tranquillity, 
under the blackeſt crimes of adultry 
and murder ; of the murder of a faith- 
ful ſervant and brave officer, in the 
moſt aggravated and deteſtable cir- 
cumſtances.— That could plead for him 
this ſhameful apology, the ſword de- 
voureth one as well as another; as if 
his being ſlain by the fword of the 

children 
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children of Ammon, amongſt whom he 
had commanded him to be baſely de- 
ſerted, was not the ſame thing, as if he 


had plunged the poignard into his breaſt 
with his own hand. 


It was this that ſteel'd his ſoul againſt 
the moving and pathetic parable of the 
ewe-lamb ;—addreſiled to his unfeeling 
conſcience with ſo much delicacy by 
the prophet ;—that made him inſenſi- 
ble to the piercing analogy between is 
_ crimes, and the cruelty and barbarity 
of the rich man, who took the poor man.s 
ewe-lamb, that he had bought and nou- 
feed uþ—that grew up together with 
him and his children that did cat of his 
own meat, and drank of lus own cup 
and lay in has boſom, and was unto 
him as a daughter, 


50 
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SO powerfully does this ſelf-deceit 
operate to lay waſte our conſcience, 
even in theſe flagrant inſtances of vice, 
where one ſhould imagine that iniquity 
muſt ſtand naked, and in full diſplay of 
horror ; without the covering of one 
ſingle apology—not the thinneſt veil to 
hide its deformity; and where one 
would imagine that conſcience muſt 
ſtand, like an armed man with his ſword, 
lifted up ready to cut us aſunder ;— 


how much more eaſily may it exert 


its influence; when it ſoothes and courts 
us by the blandiſhments of ſoft inſinu- 
ation and, under a pretence that the 
good things of this world were intended 
for our uſe,—that that God hath given. 


us all things richly to enjoy, inſenſibly 


leads us into all manner of exceſs; 


flattering us all the while in our mad 
and inordinate abuſe of them, with this 
faithlels 
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faithleſs ſecurity,—ye ſhall not ſurely die, 
and putting us upon the moſt / ty and 
childiſh ſubterfuges, to reconcile a life 
of diſſipation and indevotion with fair 
pretences to religion, and hopes of lal- 
vation, 


To fatisfy this hundred-headed mon- 
ſter, the deſire of pleaſure, what ſacri- 
fices do we not daily offer every where 
at the altars that are reared to it in 
this great ſcene of diſſipation !—and 
whilſt art and expence are exhauſting 
all their powers to heighten enjoyment 
by variety, and every refinement, how 
dreadful is the ſpectacle of multitudes 
of all ages crowding to celebrate its 
orgies ? 


If ever there was an age—if ever 


there was a country, where an early in- 
Vor. II. B b troduction 
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troduction of young perſons into pub. 
lic, and leading them into conſtant 
ſcenes of diverſions was made a neceſ- 
ſary part of polite education if ever 
there was an age, when baſhfulneſs was 
deemed a reproach—when modeſty, the 
hand-maid of virtue, muſt be baniſhed, 
and with it the conſcious bluſh, ſpread 
by the hand of nature upon the cheek 
of youth, to keep it from being expoſed 
to the ſnares of vice, muſt be chaſed 
away ; what would be the ſentiments 
of a wiſe and confiderate man, when 
he reads over its annals ?—and how 
little ſurpriſed would he be to find, 
In purſuit of the hiſtory, its manners 
ſtamped with every character of law- 
leſſneſs and vice. 


To poſſeſs the youthful mind with 
the deſire of pleaſure, to which it is na- 
turally 


too prone, and to place it continually 
in ſcenes where the appetite may be 
indulged, is the moſt cruel and perni- 
cious conduct; modeſty and baſhfulneſs 
are the ſoul's natural ſecurity ; they are 
to make us ſhun theſe ſcenes of public 
intercourſe, and to awe, and keep us 
upon our guard when parents, governors 
and precepts, and advice are at a 
dillance. 


To drive theſe away, is to throw 
down every bulwark of virtue: — in 
this ſituation to what perils are not 
young perſons expoſed ?—The ſoul is 
ruined and undone before reaſon has 
dawned to do ſomething to ſave it, and 
periſhes without a ſtruggle. 


In this ſituation how ſoon is every 
idea of ſeriouſneſs and devotion ba- 


B b 2 niſhed ? 
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niſhed ?—how eaſily the deſire of plea. 
ſure raiſed and inflam'd ? in the tranſ- 
port of enjoyment how natural is it 10 
cry out, to-morrow fhall be as this day, 
and more abundant, —For what appetite 
is there, that enlarges not by indul. 
gence ?—What room, what pollibility 
is there for ſeriouſneſs and piety, in a 
mind radically diſſipated and led aſtray 
by diverſions, on the principle of edu, 
cation ? | | 


The tone of exceſſive and unlawful 
pleaſure is not the tone of devotion; 
and a tranſition from the one to the 
other is unnatural and impoſſible ; and 
where the one has had early admittance, 
and a long and peaceable poſſeſſion in 
the mind, the other will never be re- | 
ceived but with great coldneſs ;—per- 
haps—with contempt.—Senſual indul- 

| gences 
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gences kill not the de/ire only, but the 
very power of reliſhing purer delights. 


God has given us all things richly to 
enjoy: let us enjoy them with thankſ- 
giving, but with an eye conſtantly fix'd 
towards the bound that reaſon and re- 
ligion have marked; and a remembrance 
that one ſingle advance beyond is 
abuſe —is intemperance—is ſin.— That 
a retreat back again into ſobriety and 
temperance, is painſul and difficult ;— 
and that if, in ſome happy moment of 
reflection and remorſe, we are perſuaded 
to return back into the path of mode- 
ration and regularity, we ſhall find we 
have contracted a ſlain and pollution, 
which have entered deep into the ſoul; — 
are hardened into a diſinclination for 
he diſcharge of our duty, which will 

colt 
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coſt us many, very many tears, and 
much pains to ſubdue and eradicate, 


If there be any thing in the fore. 
going obſervations, that upon examin- 
ation will be faund to bear any reſem- 
blance to the manners of this age, and 
this country, I hope it will plead pow- 
erfully for ſome ſucceſsful antidote, to 
apply inſtantly againſt the activity of 
this dreadful] poiſon, 


There is one, which, if ſeriouſly 
made uſe of, will entirely diſpel it; — 
and that is retirement, and what 7Z/at 
will befriend and promote, conſidera- 
tion, and ſel f. examination. Let us enler 
into our cloſets, ſhut the door, and com- 
Mune with our hearts. Bleſſed ſolitude! 
that will baniſh error and vanity, and 
bring truth to our mind in all her na- 
| tive 


SERMON VII. 187 
tive charms.— There will the ſoul be 
turned inward upon herſelf, and take 
the molt ſerious ſurvey of all her latent 
impurities; and tremble, that ſhe has 
ſo long called evil good, and good evil; 
put bitter for ſweet, and ſweet for bitter, 
will reſolve, by the grace of God, to 
weigh things hereaſter, in the ballance 
of right reaſon and ſound religion ;— 
and upon that ſolid foundation build 
the goodly ſuperſtructure of exemplary 


piety. | 


Such a practice will produce the moſt 
beneficial and ſalutary effects, both in 
regard to what is paſt and to what is 
to come.—It will bring conſtantly to 
our reflection, the courſe of our paſ- 
ſions—the wandering of our affections 
in our paſt intercourſe and enjoyment 
of the world ;—it will be a kind of 


purification 
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purification for us from any pollutions 
we may then have contracted; ve ſhall 
hereby offer a kind of ſacrifice for our 
ſouls, as Job offered for his ſons and 
his daughters: 0, when, the days of 
therr feaſting were gone about, ſent and 
ſunctiſied them, and roſe up early in the 
morning, and offered burnt-offerings, ac- 
cording to the number of them all :—for 
Job ſaid, it may be, that my ſons have 
ſfenned, and curſed God in their hearts. 
And with reſpect to what is to come, 
it will keep us in a perpetual caution, 
to uſe the things of this world as not a- 
buſing them, and will be as a kind of 


charm; under the influence of which, 
we may live in the world—partake ot 
its enjoyments—and taſte its pleaſures 
without apprehenſion of danger. 


And you, my brethren, who are yet 
| young, 
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young, and have not yet contracted 
that friendſhiþ with the world, which is 
enmity with God, be perſuaded to begin 
an acquaintance with your own hearts, 
now in the days of your youth: that 
ſeaſon of your age, when the friend- 
ſhips you enter into are moſt ſincere 
and hearty, moſt firm and durable.— 
Be aſſured, that an acquaintance with 
ourſelves, can no more be elfectually 
made in our old age, than an acquain- 
tance with other people. And remem- 
ber, that if at that period you jir/t 
attempt an intimacy with your heart, 
you will be received either with the 
coldneſs of a ſtranger, or with the re- 
proach of an enemy. 
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2 TIMOTHY, i. 12. 
FOR 1 KNOW WHOM 1 HAVE BELIEVED. 


N D what wonder is it that under 
ſuch an impreſſion, this apoſtle 
could be in all things more than con- 
queror 9—that the "loſs of all things ;— 
perſecution, impriſonment, death itſelf 
could not diſmay or terrify him ;—that 
his patience under afflictions, and his 
courage againſt dangers, roſe in pro- 
portion to the increaſe of ſuffering and 
terror, He knew whom he believed—and 
Was perſuaded that where Almighty 
power 
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power, and unlimitted goodneſs reſided, 
there his hope, and firmeſt expectations 
might reſt alſo. He knew that that 
God, in whom he truſted, was able ty 
deliver him ; and that he would keep that 


which was committed unto hin, 


The principte was nobts and Chrif. 
tian, and the effects of it were propor- 
tionate, and worthy of it. —A firm be- 
lief, and conſidence in the power and 
goodneſs of God, living in the ſoul and 
riveted to his heart ;—a courage, pa- 
tience, reſignation and ſubmiſſion to the 
Divine will that grew from it, was 
produced, nouriſhed and ſupported by 
It;—and that under the moſt trying 
circumſtances, . not the common at- 
flictions and diſaſters of human life, 
but even deſpair and death itſelf, could 
inſpire the behaviour and dictate the 

language 
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language of exultation and triumph: 
Who ſhall ſeparate us from the love of 
Chriſt 2—ſhall tribulation, or diſtręſa, 
or ' perſecution, or famine, or peril, or 
the ſword ©— Nay, in all theſe things 
we are more than conquerors, through 
Him that loved us. 


There is no one duty of the Chriſtian 
life more hard to be learned, none 
more difficult or painful to practile, 
than that of a patient ſubmiſſion to 
the will of God.—In all the ſeverer 
diſpenſations of his providence, we are 
apt to look no further than ourſelves; 
we fancy that the world was made for 
us alone, and that every thing in it 
thould be conducted only with refer- 
ence to our particular plans of hap- 
pineſs ; and inflead of acknowledging 
him to be the Governor of the univerſe, 


WE 
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we make him only the God of our 
paſſions.— We fancy we know what is 
for our real good; and arraigr his 
wiſdom, when any thing falls out in 
oppoſition to it. —And it is remarka- 
ble, that they, who are the leaſt thank- 
ful for the bleſſings and bounty of his 
hand, repine and murmur moſt at his 
ſeverity and correction: acknowledging 
his providence in one circumſtance, and 
abſurdly and ungratefully denying it 
in the other. | 


p 
Self-conceit added to paſlion,—to 
paſſion actuating us in this moſt pow- 
erful point, the purſuit of pleaſure, 
make us blind to the true intereſts of 
the ſoul; and preclude every religious 
enquiry into the great movements of 
providence.—Ignorant and blind as to 
what is for our real good ;—and not 
knowing 
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knowing the ways of God, what great 
deſigns of wiſdom and goodneſs may 
be carrying on, in which the real good 
of the whole, may interfere with the 
ſeeming happineſs of individuals; we 
murmur, complain, call him in judg- 
ment, and ſummon him to anſwer for 
himſelf at the arbitrary bar of paſſion 
and ſel{-love. 


Under this influence, how difficult is 
it for us, eſpecially under the immediate 
preſſure of misfortune, to think or ſay | 
with the ſober Heathen, we are dearer n 
to God, than we are to ourſelves; or 
attuated by a better principle, humbly 
to cry out with the great pattern of 
patience ſet forth to us in ſcripture, 
ſhall we receive good at the hand of God, 4 

and ſhall we not receive evil 2 Wl 
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And yet there is no one duty of the 
Chriſtian life more neceſfary to be 
ſtudied, and well underſtood by us ;— 
none, with the practice and exerciſe of 
which we ſhould be more intimately 
acquainted and  familiarized. There 
are few moments of our lives im which 
we are not called upon to practiſe it in 
ſome degree. But how many are the 
bitter hours of ſorrow that, it is to be 
feared, are the portion of ſome of us, 
who drink deep of the cup of affitction. 
T believe I need not ſpend many words 
to prove the truth of this obſervation; 
I would to God, the experience of many 
that hear me this day, (forgive me, if [ 
am ſo unhappy as to bring back to 
your remembrance forgotten ſorrows) 
did not too ſadly bear teſtimony to it. 


They, 
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Tbey, who have all their lives long. 
been fludying the great duty I am en- 
deavouring to recommend they, who 
have taken the moſt pains to fortify 
their minds before hand with theſe re- 
ligious reflections, find it difficult to 
{and their ground in the day of cala- 
mity: but they, who fall into misfor- 
tunes naked, and unarmed—they, who 
are then to learn the hard duty of ſub- 
miſſion, when they are called upon to 
prattiſe it, cannot but be ſubdued, and 
become an eaſy prey to them.—And 
how multiplied is the forte of this con- 
ſideration, when we reflett upon the 
precariouſneſs of bur fituation in this 
world :—a ſcene In 'a theatre ſhifting 
perpetually. It is folly for  profperity, 
let her ſecurity be the munitibn Ui Yorks, 
it is the fooliſhneſs of folly to ſay, 7 At 
a Queen, and can ſee no ſorrow; the 
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Pſalmiſt, and J am ſure, daily experience 
will give a true picture of her condition; 
as to wealth and greatneſs, I paſſed by ; 
and lo, he was gone I ſought him, but 
hits place could no where be found. —And 
with regard to infinitely tenderer con- 
cerns, our own health and life, or the 
health and lives of thoſe, that are 
nearer and dearer to us than ourſelves; 
when, thou takeſt away therr breath, 
they die, and are turned again to their 
auf. | ; 


Such is our condition in this world: 
and upon ſuch precarious tenure do ve 
hold all the enjoyments of it. If ve 
look into our own boſoms, what a cloſe 
and almoſt invincible attachment ſhall 
we find of our hearts to them ?—How 
abſolutely do we make them the con- 

ſtituents 
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ſtituents of all our happineſs ? Perhaps 
in regard to ſome of them, nature 
may ſtand forth for us, and plead ſome 
apology. —T will give it all its force ;— 
nay, I am ready to plead with her: 
but to give ourſelves up too much even 
to theſe, is our weakneſs; and generally 
the' cauſe of the moſt bitter ſufferings. 


However, as this is only arguing 
with our. paſſions, which I am afraid 
can never be totally ſubdued, it ſtands 
us infinitely in hand to throw as much 
weight into the oppoſite ſcale of reaſon 
as poſſible ; and by frequent and daily 
contemplations, ſuch as the religion we 
profeſs, will abundantly adminiſter, to 
fortify the ſoul not only againſt the 
dreadful impreſſion misfortunes may 
make when they fall upon us, but take 
| | the 
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the example of the great apoſtle before 
us: I know whom 1 have believed. 


Live this principle for ever. in our 
heart: from this, let every reflection 
chat is to regulate our opinion, or to 
actuate and direct our practice, under 
any the ſevereſt diſpenſations of God's 
providence, flow, I know that his 
goodneſs and mercy are without bounds; 
—that he is the father, and preſerver, 
not leſs than the Creator, and Lord of 
the univerſe ; that ajfliction cometh not 
out of the duſt, neither doth. trouble 
ſpring out of the ground.—They come 
not by chance, but by the wiſe ap- 
pointment of God, intended for the 
greateſt and moſt beneficial purpoles : 
to ſoften our hearts, when milder and 
more gentle applications cannot; to 
draw off our thoughts, and to break our 
attachment 
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Attachment to the world;—to abate 
our love of life, and to make us aſpire 
after our real good; a city that hath 
foundatzons, whoſe builder and maker 13 
God. I nor that he ſpared not his 
only-degotten Son, but gave him up for 
us all ; and that he will with him alſo, 
freely give us all things ; —that he re- 
deemed us with his own blood ;—and m 
conſequence of this I know, that our 
light afflitions, which are but for a mo- 
ment, will make for us an exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory. 


I fay hive this principle for ever in 
dur breaſt :—but let us be ſure that we 
are poſſeſſed of it. Let us be perſuaded, 
let us have a living, and a vital feel- 
ing that it lives and flouriſhes here ;— 
that our boſoms are warmed and in- 
vigorated by it; or, in vain do we ex- 
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pet its ſuccours, and its influences. 
Any thing leſs than this is a ſhadowy, 
and a deluſion ; and our own ſad ex- 
perience will prove it to be ſo, whenever 
in the day of viſitation we kindly graſp 
at it for our comfort. From this mil- 
take is derived all the unhappineſs we 


ſuffer in this world: every one pretends, 
and perhaps believes, that he truſts in 
God; but when he is called upon to 


bring the reallity of this confidence to 
the teſt, and the hand of God lies heavy 


upon him, he finds he has it not.— 

What he pretends to have, is 4 broken 

reed, on which if a man lean, it will 

hierce through his hand, —He is diſcon - 
ſolate and in deſpair, 


| If you would know what are the 
genuine effects of a true confidence in 

God, read how they are recorded in 

ſcripture:— 
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ſcripture: It is the Lord let him do 
what ſeemeth him good, — tie Lord gave, 
and the Lord hath taken away ;—bleſſed 
be the name of the Lord.—They had 
trial of cruel mockings, and ſcourging 5 
yea, moreover, of bonds and impriſon- 
ment ;—they were ſtoned — were ſawn 
aſunder—were tempted—were ſlain with 
the fword—they wandered about in ſheep- 
ſtins, and goat-ſhins ; being deſtitute, 
afflicted, tormented. 


To raiſe it in ourſelves in a pro- 
portionate degree. ſo that we may at 
all times, through the grace of God, 
depend upon its effects. God, and his 
providence, muſt be the conſtant ob- 
ject of our meditations; we muſt /et 
him always before us, as the creator and 
preſerver of the univerſe; the Supreme 


Director of every event in the world, 
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by whatever means, or by whatever ac. 
cidents, as we call them, it may be 
brought about. That the /un that cometh 
out of his chamber, and rejorceth as a 
giant to run his courſe, runneth that 
courſe only by the continued impulſe 
and agency of God ;—that he it is that 
goeth us rain from heaven, and fruitful 
feaſons ; filling our hearts with food, 
and gladneſs; that not one ſingle device 
in the heart of man, be it planned and 
| condutted by what art, what contriv- 


— — — 2 — - , - — 


ance, what power you pleaſe, can pro- 
ceed one moment in its progreſe, without 
his almighty fiat; that all owr concerns 
are abſolutely under his fovereign will : 
ho is omnipotence, able to do every 
thing for us;—omnipreſence, ſeeing, and 
| knowing intimately what we want ;— 
and unlimitted goodneſs, and therefore 
infinitely diſpoſed and inclined to do 

what 
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what is beſt for us. And are then, 
omnipotence, omnipreſence, unlimited 
goodnels, the perfettions of him with 
whom we have to do ?—and thus pro- 
tected, cannot we think ourſelves ſafe ? 
cannot we be ſatisfied that we, and all 
our concerns are under this great di- 
rection? what can we want, that he 
does not thoroughly ſee is not willing, 
with a more than paternal affection,— 
is not able to effe&t ?—what can we 
enjoy that he does not give ;—what 
can aſſault, or approach to hurt us, 
that can eſcape the providence and 
power of thoſe three great attributes; 
Day, that is not commiſſioned and ſent 
torth by them, for our real benefit? 


Under this view nature herſelf would 
ſketch him out to us, what our Saviour 
has given in the moſt brilliant colour- 
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ing: Feeding the ravens that call upon 
him, —hiolding in his hand the life of the 
meaneſt ſparrow, - numbering the very 
hairs of our heads And hearts of the 
leaſt feeling, cannot but draw this com- 
fortable, this animating concluſion, — 


how much more will he take care of you, 
O ye of little faith ? 


Conſidering ourſelves as under the 
care of this good providence, how im- 
poſſible muſt it be, that any thing in 
the world, but fin, ſhould diſturb us ?— 
how ſhould painful reflections upon the 
paſt, peeviſhneſs and diſcontent at the 
preſent, or anxious ſolicitude for the 
future torment us p God is for us,— 
who, or what can be againſt us ?— 
Under the moſt preſſing circumſtances, 
inſtead of repining that we have ſo little, 
we ſhall be thankful that we have fo 

much; 
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much; and it will be with the voice 
of gratitude and devotion, that we ſhall 
cry out, Lord, what is man that thou 
art mindful of him, or the ſon of man, 
that thou ſo regardeſt him? But aſter all, 
what 1s to extenuate the fooliſhnefs 
and impiety of man, who knows not 
leſs from his own feelings, than from 
what God has been pleaſed to reveal to 
him, that here he hath no continuing 
city that he is only on his journey to 
his proper home, and that that journey 
cannot be a long one. What I ſay 
ſhall extenuate the folly and impiety 
of man, thus to lay out all his thoughts 
and ſolicitude here, as if he was to live 
here for ever? Our liſe is but a vapour, 
and what are all theſe temporary con- 
cerns, when compared with that ſtate, 
with thoſe views of things, which faith 
holds out to every diſciple of Chriſt ? 

bidding 
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bidding us conſider, that all the cala- 
mities we ſuffer here in this tranſitory 
pilgrimage, however ſevere, and unac- 
countable they may now ſeem to us, 
have a certain and determined reference 
to that eternal ſtate, and will then 
appear to us in their full deſign. 


The foregoing refleQions may ad- 
miniſter ſome conſiderations, that by the 
grace of God, may enable us to pals 
through life, not undiſturbedly only, 
but contentedly, happily, piouſly ; and 
in the midſt of what we fear, or what 
we ſuffer, the prophets confidence may 
be ours, though the fig-tree ſhall not 
bloſſom, neither ſhall there be fruit in 
the vine; the labour of the olive ſhall 
fail, and the fields ſhall yield no meat ; 
the flock ſhall be cut off from the folds, 
and there ſhall be no herds in the ſtalls ; 


yel 
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yet will T rejoice in the Lord, I will joy 
in the God of my ſalvation. 


And not only in theſe trifling and 
momentary concerns, ſhall this confi- 
dence in God ſupport us, but likewiſe 
in that great and inevitable calamity of 
human nature, death itſelf, Even here 
we may truſt our ſouls and bodies into 
his hands, as a merciful and faithful 
Creator, whilſt this ſhall be the parting 
idea: I know whom T1 have believed; 
and I am perſuaded, that he is able to 
keep that which I have committed unto 
him againſt that day. 


SERMON 


5 
C5 
8 
2 


SERMON IX. 


PREACHE D 


. 
DAY APPOINTED 
ad 0K A. 
GENERAL THANKSGIVING, 


£2 AR RH 


„„ 0-40 is 
Conluded in the Year 1783- 


$$4000000+000000040950000005000000+d+ 


Vor, II, F f SE R- 


1 
| 
ll. 
'T| 
$$$69040$50$$0$50$$0+$00$55$5450$$+$9$$S | 


: i 8 
' 
= 

1 
' _—_ 
q \ l = 
'% N - \ q 
q 1 
4 TY 

| 4 


"1d 
int 
I 

b 


bi N 


| 
| 


| i 
il 1 
in 47 
1 MN; I! 
" 1 1! þ 


| | 


2% %%% %%% %%% %% %%% %%% 


SERMON IX. 


ur 'V 


2 SAMUEL xxiv. 16. 


THE LORD REPENTED HIM OF THE 
EVIL; AND SAID TO THE ANGEL 
THAT DESTROYED THE PEOPLE, 
IT IS ENOUGH:—STAY NOW THINE 
HAND. CEE 


HERE ie #lemity in the de- 
© ſcription of that awful viſitation 
recorded in the chapter before us, that 
ſtrikes us with terror. The multiplied 
tranſgreſſions of the people of Iſrael had 
called down one of the ſevereſt viſi- 
tations of heaven upon them. The 


F f 2 inſpired 
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inſpired writer repreſents the manner 
of the vindictive execution of it under 
the bold, and ſublime figure of a de- 
ſtroying angel, commiſſioned to perform 
the direful command of Jehovah;—and 
you ſee the heavenly perſonage “ riding 
in the whirlwind, & directing the ſtorm.” 


The miſerable delinquents fall in 
troops before him, and ſuffer the juſt 
reſult of their impieties.— The guilty 
monarch, whoſe pride and preſumption 
had prompted him to this deſperate act 
of ſelf-ſufficiency, and diſavowal of the 
arm of the Almighty, ſurveys with 
horror the vaſt eataſtrophe ; and, with 
a compundction of heart not to be de- 
{cribed, feeling that he himſelf had thus 
filled up the meaſure of the general 
iniquity, deplores the ſufferings of his 
people; and humbly ſupplicates, that 

what 
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what remained to ſatisfy the wrath of 
his offended God, might inſtantly fall 
upon his devoted head.—Lo ! I have 
ſinned, and I have done wickedly ; let 
thine hand, I pray thee,, be againſt me, 
and againſt my father's houſe. In the 
midſt of wrath God remembers mercy.— 
The Lord repented him of the evil; and 
ſaid to the angel that deſtroyed the people, 
it 15 enough: ay now thine hand.— 
Struck with the aſtoniſhing forbearance 
of God, the king pours forth his praiſes 
and thankſgivings—railes an altar in 

the” place where the laſt thunderbolt 
was directed and offers burnt-offerings 
and peace-offerings. 


It was a dreadful diſtreſs to which 
the prophet, by the command of God, 
had reduced him.—Shall /even years of 

Jamine come unto thee in thy land? or, 
Ms wilt 
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wilt thou flee three months before thine 
enemies, while they purſue thee 2—or, 
that there. be three days peſtilence in thy 
land?— Now adviſe, and ſee what anſwer 
IT ſhall return to ham that ſent me.—The 
laſt appeared to him to be more im- 
mediately the infliction of heaven:— 
therefore, ſaid he, let ws now fall into 
the hands of the Lord, for his merctes 
are great; and let me not all into the 
hand of man. 


But who does not ſee, that every 
judgment, with which not only whole 
nations, and bodies of men, but even 
every individual amongſt us, is at any 
time viſited, is equally from him, who 

ruleth over all That famine, which 
withereth the ſinews, and drieth up the 
marrow in our bones that the ſword, 
which waves with deſtruction, miſery, 
and 
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and death ;—and that the Peſtilence, 
which walketh in darkneſs; the ſickneſs, 
that deſtroyeth at noon- day; all uni- 
formly and equally bear the impreſſes 
of an enraged God, a conſuming fire :— 
And that whatever the viſitation be— 
under whatever ghaſtly form it may 
appear, whenever it breaks upon us, 
we fall into the hand of God; and 
happy is it for the ſons of men that it 
is ſo: for in the ſevereſt of his viſita- 
tions there 7s.mercy with him, therefore 


ſhall he be feared. 


If by that mercy, which knoweth no 
bounds, We are now at laſt delivered 
from one of theſe judgments, the direful 
icourge of war—bloody—expenhve— 
ruinous. It is He, who, with a voice 
equally intelligible in our preſent ſitu- 
ation, hath ſaid to the deſtroying angel, 


in 
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in the midſt of his waſteful carreer, 
it is enough :—ſtay now thine hand. 


If, with bleeding hearts, and many 

a falling tear, as members of this once 
renowned empire, we look back upon 
what we were ; and, in the bitterneſs of 
our ſouls, refle& upon the glory from 
which we are fallen ;—or, as indivi- 
duals, think upon numberleſs widows 
and orphans, now in ſad deſpair, groan- 
ing under irretrievable wretchedneſs ;— 
or, with nearer, and more perſonal con- 
templation bring home to our memory 
friends, and our tendereſt relations, that 
have periſhed in this miſerable conteſt, 
whilſt imagination goes on to heighten 
the diſtreſs by painting their ſufferings 
in colours of blood. The grief, that 
we cannot but indulge upon this oc- 
caſion, is the command of a principle 
within 
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within us, that cannot be reſiſted; it is 
the command of nature ;—it muſt be 
obeyed. —But our religion teaches us to 
think, and to ſay, zt ts the Lord, let him 
do what ſcemetn him good: and the faith- 
ful monitor within, with an unappealable 
ſentence, will dry up every natural tear, 
except the tear of guilt, will ſilence 
every murmur—huſh every complaint 
and loudly expoſtulate with us, in the 
words of the prophet, —why doth the 
living man complain, a man for the pus 
nyhment of his fins ? 


But the ſolemnity of this day piouſly 
calls upon us to entertain ourſelves with 
more gladſome proſpects; and tells us, 
that God hath ſaid to this deſtroying. 
angel, 24 is enough :—ſtay now thine 


hand. —It is enough! a moſt en- 


livening conſideration his wrath 
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is appeaſed ;—his juſtice is ſatisfied.— 
Peace is reſtored to us :—the bleſſings 
of it, in their wideſt extent are opened 
before us; and we may fit each one 
under his vine, and under his fig-tree ; 
and if we pleaſe, enjoy them with confi- 
dence and ſecurity. 


Pride may challenge victory, glory and 
extent of empire ;—and ambition may 
aſpire after unlimitted ſovereignty : but 
let penitence and humility, in ſack-cloth 
and aſhes, Tmite upon their breaſts, and 
ſurvey the crying ſins, and mighty tranſ- 
greſſions of this nation: then will they 
lay, it 2s of thy mercy, O Tord, that 
ze were not conſumed, nor given over 
for a prey to our enemies. 

When our unparallelled enormities 
had made bare the arm of enraged 
oY Omnipotence, 
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Omnipotence, and had unſheathed the 
ſword of almoit every nation under 
heaven againſt us;—nay,—when God 
himſelf ſeemed to ſand forth viſibly in 
perſon to aſſert his own cauſe, and the 
elements were commiſſioned to fight for 
him, and to ſwallow us up quack :—and 
when even victory itſelf was turned 
into mourning, the ocean devouring 
the ſhort-lived trophies of conqueſt, 
ereted at the expence of ſo much 
bloodſhed, making its brilliancy but 
the gaudy pageant of a day;—how 
are we to adore his mercy, which hath 
inclined him at laſt to ſay, it 2s enough. 
For ſurely it ought to challenge our 
warmeſt effuſions of praiſe and thankſ- 
giving to feel that the ſword, that hath 
been ſo long lifted up ugainſt us, ceaſes 
to go on conquering to conquer ; that 
however humiliated, and brought low— 

G g 2 his 
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his forbearance, and loving-kindneſs 
ſtill continue us a people. 


But are we bold enough, when we 
have lifted up our ſtandard againſt 
the Almighty, to challenge the full 
effects of his favour and protection, 
and to expect him to reverſe that 
firm, and unalterable decree, not more 
of providence, than of nature, and 
the fitneſs of things, righteouſneſs ex- 
alteth a nation, but in is a reproach to 
any people Reflect upon the licen- 
tiouſneſs of this nation, and of cheſe 
times ;—look at the mighty ſtrides of 
lcepticiſm, infidelity, and profanenels; 
that rare and infrequent worſhip of the 
God that redeemed, and that will judge 
us ;—that deteſtable fruit of ſuch prin- 
ciples that ſtands recorded in the public 
regiſters of the judicature .—that lawlels 

publication 
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publication of books, levelled not a- 
gainſt the church only, but againſt the 
very firſt elements of religion itſelf ;— 
and at the ſame time look abroad into 
the world, and ſee if you can find any 
abatement of theſe abominations ;—any 
public and conſpicuous diſavowal of 
ſuch daring offences; and then deter- 
mine whether criminals, at the bar of 
juſtice, are boldly to riſe up, and de- 
mand a reward, 


Let it be enough that we are par- 
doned—lIet us not add arrogance and 
ingratitude to our other tranſgreſſions, 
at a time when conſcience will faithfully 
and loudly proclaim to us, that he Ha 
Jpared us when we deſerve puniſhment, 
and that, in the maſt of wrath, he hath 


thought upon mercy. 
4 8 But 
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But if at laſt we are perſuaded to 
thank him, let us conſider how that 
thankfulneſs is beſt to be expreſſed:— 
The wiſdom and picty of our ſuperiors 
have commanded us to aſſemble this 
day, with one heart and with one voice, 
to ſend up our praiſes, and devouteſt 
acknowledgments to him, who hath ſaid, 
it 25 enough ; and we have done well 
in that we have ſo conſcientiouſly and fo 
religiouſly obeyed that command. For 
what can be imagined more pleaſing 
and more acceptable to the Heavenly 
Being, than the united proſtrations of 
multitudes, all at the ſame moment 
ſnewing forth his glory, and joining in 
the ſame ſong of the deepeſt gratitude? 
Angels themſelves might behold the 
ſolemnity with pleaſure, and could ima- 
gination take its perfect range, and 
picture to the mind this great body of 

pardoned 
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pardoned and releaſed criminals, in 
humbleſt accents, thanking their Judge 
and Benefactor, the effect would be 
rapture and tranſport, —Publick and 
united thankſgivings of whole bodies 
of men, whilſt they do honour to God, 
by this open declaration of their belief 
of his providence, and uncontrouled 
dominion over the# things that are in 
in heaven, and earth, have moreover 
a direct tendency to raiſe in the ſoul 
the trueſt principles of piety ;—and the 
grace of God may, in that happy 
moment, operate ſo powerfully on 
minds thus prepared to receive his hea- 
venly influences, as to make this pious 
exerciſe the foundation-ſtone of a ſerious 
converſion, and return to God.—If it 
is otherwiſe, the moſt pompous ob- 
ſervance of external ſervices is but a 
ſolemn mockery of God :—for let us 


remember, 
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remember, that to praiſe him with our 
lips is one thing, but to praiſe him in 
our lives is another. — 1 what purpoſe 
is the multitude of your ſacrifices unto 
me, ſaith the Lord 9—when ye come to 
appear before me, who hath required this 
at your hands to tread my courts 2— 
bring no more vain oblations; incenſe 1; 
an abomination unto me.—The neu- 
moons and ſabbaths, the calling of af: 
ſemblies I cannot away with ; it is ini- 
quity, even the ſolemn meeting.—Waſh 
ye, make ye clean, put away the evil of 
your doings from before mine eyes j— 
ceaſe to do evil, learn to do well ;—feck 
Judgment, relieve the oppreſſed, judge the 
fatherleſs, plead for the widow ; then, 
though your fins be as ſcarlet, they fhal! 
| be as white as ſnow ;—though they be 
red like crimſon, they ſhall be as wool. 


Let 
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Let the infidel no longer preſume, 
by vain ſophiſtry, and the pride of falſe 
reaſoning, to call in queſtion the great 
arguments, upon which ſtands built, 
as upon a rock of adamant, the credi- 
bility, T ought to ſay, the certainty of 
the Chriſtian revelation ;—let him fall 
down, and Kiſs the feet of the deſpiſed 
Galil&n, and fly for mercy to the arms 
of that Jeſus whom he hath ſo long 
perſecuted; let him reach out his finger 
and behold his hands; and reach forth 
his hand, and thruſt it into his fide; 
and ſay, in the rapture of St. Thomas's 
conviction, my Lord, and my God ! 


Let the libertine no longer live in 
open, and avowed violation of thofe 
ſacred laws, and ordinancies of God, 
whoſe authority he inwardly acknow- 
ledges—and knows that he acknow- 

Vol. II. H h ledges; 
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ledges; at the final execution of which, 


in the hours of ſolitude and contemp- 
lation, he ſhudders. 


Let that ſhameleſs deſecration and 
proſtitution of the marriage-bed, by 
which we ſtand diſtinguiſhed, no longer 
publiſh their ſin as Sodom, and de- 
declare it as Gomorrah, let ſuch enor- 
mities be no more named amongst Us, 
as becometh ſaints. 


Let us reverence his ſanctuary, and 
hallow his ſabbaths :—with reſpe& to 
the former, by appearing before him 
continually in the ſolemnity of public 
worſhip, confeſſing our dependance 
upon his providence, praying to him, 
and ſhewing forth his glory from one 
generation to another; attending on the 
adminiſtration of the bleſſed ſacrament ; 

| and, 
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and, with minds duly prepared, ſhewing 
forth the Lord's death till he come. 


In the latter inſtance, that we re- 
member the ſabbath-day, to keep it 
holy; and to employ it. in fuch holy 
exerciſes, and devout meditations as 
are beſt ſuited to that ſacred pur- 
pole; ſuch as the God we pretend to 
ſerve, and the religion we profels re- 
quire of us. 


But whilſt we are avoiding thoſe 
tranſgreſſions, and performing thoſe 
duties that concern us as individuals 
let us, in order to render the. preſent 
offering of our hearts ſtill more accept- 
able to Him, who at all times, but more 
particularly in this dedication of our- 
ſelves now demands them of us, let us, 
I fay, conſider ourſelves in a more en- 


H h 2 larged 
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larged relation, as members of this 
community; let us reflect, with bitter. 
neſs and agony, upon thoſe moſt un- 
fortunate diſtractions, and diviſions, that 
have ſo long raged amongſt us ;—thoſe 
diviſions that have added poiſon, and 
given the moſt baneful activity to the 
venom of every arrow that hath been 
Thot againſt us. Let us ſtudy the true 
nature, and full purport of thoſe much- 
boaſted, but much-abuſed words, Pa- 
triotiſin and Liberty, and vitally per- 
ſuade ourſelves, that the genuine di/- 
entereſted love of our country, exem- 
plified in every action that is to promote 
its good is the eſſence of the one ;— 
and that a reverence, a ſupport, and a 
ſtrict conformity to the laws of our 
moſt excellent conſtitution, thoroughly, 
and unbiaſſedly underſtood, is the other. 


This 
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1 


This is the out- line of thoſe qualifi- 
cations; which, if duly, and conſcien- 
tiouſly attended to, will make not only 
our preſent offering acceptable to God, 
and be the incenſe to perfume this ob- 
lation of the hearts of the whole nation 
this day aſſembled before him ;—but, 
if made a ſteady, fixed principle of con- 
duct in our future converſation, will, 
by the grace of God, be the means, 
through the merits and ſatisfaction of 
Chriſt, of reſtoring us to his favour 
and protection.— Then hall our light 
riſe in obſcurity, and our darkneſs be 
as the noon-day.—Then ſhall our hight 
break forth as the morning, and our 
health ſhall ſpring forth ſpeedily. Our 
righteouſneſs ſhall go before us; the glory 
of the Lord ſhall be our reward. 
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SERMON 1 


PSALM xli. 3. 


THE LORD WILL STRENGTHEN HIM 
UPON THE BED OF LANGUISHING : 
THOU WILT MAKE ALL HIS BED 
IN HIS SICKNESS, 


"=>, 
H E bed e ha Huiſhing — fad 


circumſtance wo oy an life !—one 
of thoſe direful calamities, to which 
man is born, as the ſparks fly upwards. 
—The- reſult of fin, and the woſul ex- 
ecution of part of that ſolemn denun- 
ciation, in the day that thou eateſt there- 
of, thou ſhall ſurely die, 
Vol. II. 1 It 
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If at any time you have heard from 
the reports of others, what it is to be 
upon this bed of languiſhing;—if you 
yourſelves have ſeen it, when the calls 
of affection, ſriendſhip, or humanity 
have invited you near it; or, if you 
have at any time felt it in your own 
perſons, when the hand of God has 
lain heavy upon you, and your fick- 
nels has been ſo grievous, that you 
thought it to be unto death ;—if in 
thoſe gloomy moments you have found 
yourſelves pierced through with ten 
thouſand ſorrows, then may you judge 
of what ineſlimable value muſt be thoſe 
conſolations which are here promiſed 
by the Pſalmiſt ; ariſing from nature, 
and made over to us by God.—The 
Lord will ſtrengthen him hie will make 
all his bed in his fickneſs.—For where is 
the ſting of the moſt diredful calamity, 

when 
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when we oppoſe to it the aſſurance that 
God is our hope and ſtrength; a firm 
confidence in his ſupport, in whoſe 
hands are the iſſues of life and death? 


What is it that can 2 us down? 


Shall tribulation, diſtreſs, deſpair, nay, 
even death itſelf, with all its horrors ?— 
take the anſwer from St. Paul :—No;— 
in all thefe things we are more than 
conquerors, through him that loved us. 


Happy they, who have ſo demeaned 
themſelves in all the great duties of the 
Chriſtian life, as to find the full efficacy 
of religious practice at that hour of 
trial; that being able, in ſincerity and 
truth, to make Hezekiah's apology,— 
Remember, O Lord, I befeech thee, how 
I have walked before thee, in truth, and 
with A perfetb heart. Mac may, thro' 

i. faith 


240 SERMON X. 


faith in Chriſt, challenge the mercy and 
goodneſs of God, to ſooth their an- 
guiſh ; or, in the ſignificant and pathetic 
language of the Pſalmiſt,—to make all 
their bed in their ſickneſs, 


Off ſuch infinite concern 1s this means 
of conſolation to man that is born of a 
woman, who hath but a ſhort time to 
live, and is full of miſery ;—who cometh 
up, and ig cut down like a flower ;— 
who fleeth as it were a ſhadow, and never 
continueth in one ſtay that it is im- 
poſſible to reflect upon it one moment, 
without crying out, who well ſhew us 
this deferable good ? 


It is remarkable, that the ſcriptures 
do every where colle& the whole of 
this moſt important matter into this 
lingle lovely point: Charity, which is 

the 
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the bond of perfection. The Pſalmiſt 
here deſcribes one great branch of it, 
and ſets forth this ſovereign virtue of 
it, as the moſt effectual motive to engage 
our attention to a duty which is equally 


the dictate of nature, and the command 
of God. 


Blaſſed is he that con ſideretſi the poor 
and needy, the Lord ſhall deliver, him in 
the time of trouble; e Lord will pre- 
ſerve him, and lech him alive, and thou 
wilt not deliver him into the, will of 
hs enemies: ie Lord will rengthen 
ham upon the bed of languiſhing, thou 
wilt make all his bed in his fickneſs.' 


The beatitude 1s here promiſed to 
him that conſidereth the poor under 
every circumſtance :—it is offered to 
him that pitieth and relieveth the dil- 

ä | treſſes 
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treffes of the miſerable. and neceſſitous, 
under whatever appearance they pre- 
ſent themſelves to us; whether in ſick- 
neſs, nakedneſs, or famine ; or in that 
circumſtance for which I have ventured 
to appear belore you this day. 


For to conſider the poor in the ſenſe 
for which we are aſſembled upon this 
occafion, will be found equally, per- 
haps more our duty, more expedient, 
and more aſſured of procuring this 


promiſed bleſſedneſs. 


Infancy, innocence pleading in ſilent 
eloquence, and begging to. be delivered 
from the cauſes of diſtreſs ;—ſupplicat- 
ing with honeſt and untainted hearts, 
for the ſeeds of virtue and religion ; 
which, in ſo fair a ſoil may grow up, 
and by the grace of God, produce the 


fruits 
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fruits of. piety, induſtry, temperance, 
contentedneſs, juſtice ;—their duty to 
God, themſelves, and the world. 


Humble, yet irreſiſtible orators !— 
ſtrong is your plea lit has been, it 
will be regarded. God has hitherto 
put it into the hearts of the good and 
benevolent, to favor and befriend this 


pious work; and we truſt he will con- 
tinue to do lo, 


It is impoſſible to ſay any thing upon 
this ſubje& in particular, that has not 
been ſaid already; or at leaſt, not to 
ſay it much worſe. Every argument 
to engage your attention to this charity, 
has been ſo often, and ſo well addreſſed 
to you from this place, that it were 
luperfluous and impertinent now to 
enter upon it. 


I have 
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1 have therefore pitched upon the 
argument urged to us in the words of 
the text. Becauſe its influence ſtops 
not at this or that particular inſtance of 
virtue, but reaches to the whole ſcheme 
of our duty; and though indeed its 
charms are powerful to influence and 
direct our preſent contemplations to 
this labor of love whilſt we are here, 
yet they may be of uſe to us hereafter ; 
and be the promoters and guardians of 
our religion in the general tenor of our 
lives. 


For what can be ſo powerful an in- 
centive to good works of every kind 
now, as the aſſurance of the enlivening 
effects of them at an hour when all 
outward comforts fail us? If we weighed 
things in the ballance of right reaſon, 
what expence would we not be at, — 

| what 
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what inſtances of virtue would we not 
perform in confident expectation of 
ſuch ſuperior conſolations from them 
at that time of terror? When we walk 
through the valley and ſhadow of deathy 
then to fear no evil, is, of ſerwuſly 
thought on, ſuch a bleſſing, that it is 
well worth the labor of our whole lives 
to obtain tt. 


Let us therefore, examine the argu” 
ment which the Pſalmiſt ſo admirably 
addreſſes to us upon this occaſion :— 
He reduces us to our bed of languiſh- 
ing, and places us vpon the laſt point 
of life; a ſituation moſt certain to prove 
to us the value of every conſideration. 
Where the treachery, and deceit of the 
world have loſt their dominion, the 
mind is unfettered, and the affections 
and paſſions being filenced, the under- 

Vox. II. K k ſtanding 


246 SERMON X. 


ſtanding ſees every object in its native 
colour, and real magnitude ; that in- 
evitable circumſtance to which every 
man is haſtening, and from which nei- 
ther riches, nor title, not the crown 
itſelf can plead exemption ; that period 
of ſadneſs and gloom, which mult 
ſhut the ſcene of all the gay endear- 
ments of life, and raiſe in the foul 
ſuch feelings of terror, as will be ſut- 
ficient to awaken all her fortitude, and 
ſolicit every conſolation to ſtand forth 
for her ſupport. | 


The Pfalmiſt might have recom- 
mended the duty of Charity under the 
amiable form of its intrinſic lovelineſs 
—its flowing from the firſt principles 
of nature and the characteriſtic feelings 
of humanity; from the pleaſure which 


every act returns back to our bolom— 
and 
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and from the calm and ſedate ſatis ſac- 
tion with which the reflection upon it 
afterwards fills the benevolent heart, — 
deſcribed with ſo much ſtrength and 
beauty by Solomon: Health to the 
navel, and marrow to the bones. 


But he knew too well the corruption 
of the human heart, to hope effectually 
to gain admittance there by motives 
ſo pure and refined. Attachment to 
the world, and the deep draught of 
ſenſual pleaſures, kill not only the de- 
fire of purer delights, but deſtroy the 
very power of reliſhing them. 


Such a duty was not to be truſted in 
ſo rude a world, where few, under this 
view would be tempted to regard her, 
tewer have any reliſh for the pleaſures 
ſhe offers. 

K k 2 He 
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He might have recommended her 
likewiſe, under the affectionate guiſe 
of ſteady friendſhip ;—offering us balms 
and ſpices, to heal and comfort us under 
any of the ill accidents of life. The 
frowns and diſappointments of the 
world.—The loſs of fortune, friends, 
children. For under this character ſhe 
offered herſelf to holy Job, to be his 


ſupport under theſe preſſures. 


Charity to the poor! thou conſtant 
faithful friend, that wert pleaſed to be 
with him in the days of his proſperity; 
cheering and exhilarating this good man 
with convivial joy, when his cup was 
full, and the candle of the Lord ſhone 
upon him. 


And didſt not diſdain to attend him 
to the more gloomy and ſadder ſcenes 


of 
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of liſe: wert contented to ſet down 
by him upon his dunghill ; pouring a 
double portion of thy conſolations upon 
him there ! 


I delivered the poor that cried the 
fatherleſs, and him that had none to help 
hum ;—the bleſſing of him that was ready 
to periſh came upon me—and 1 made 
the widow's heart to ing for joy. 


But even ſuch perſuaſion would not 
always be ſufficient to ſoften the ob- 
durate hearts of ſome men :—Riches 
and honors, and exalted ſtations, have 
but too certain an influence to debauch 
men into a belief that their houſes 
ſhall continue for ever; they ſay they 
{hall ſee no ſorrow. 


The ſoft and gay endearments of 
life, 
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life, adminiſtered continually by theſe 
outward advantages, have but too direct 
a tendency to make men look for, and 
expect pleaſures no where elſe ;—nor 
can they be always convinced, that 
riches profit not in the day of wrath :;— 
they think they ſhall never be num- 
bered amongft thoſe, who need any 
conſolations, which birth and fortune 
may not abundantly adminiſter ;—ſo 
that here likewiſe, an addreſs from this 
view of the comforts of charity would 
loſe much of its force. 


But when he introduces her to us, 
as willing to attend us even to the 
laſt and moſt diſmal flage of life, — 
brings her to us when ſtretched help- 
leſs and miſerable upon our bed of 
languiſhing ; — ſoftening our anguilh, 
and making all our bed in our ſicknels; 

who 
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who is there ſo impenetrable, as not 
immediately to ſtretch out his hands 
to her, and court her by every art to 
be continually with him ? 


For this is not an imaginary, a pro- 
bable, a poſſible event, that may, or 
not happen: —it is not like the acci- 
dents of the world, that may, or may 
not, be this or that man's portion in 
life; but it is the indiſputable, inevita- 
ble allotment of every one of the ſons 
of Adam, as ſurely as it 1s appointed 


unto all men once to dic. 


And 1t (whatever we are now, what- 
ever we fancy ourlelves to be) we are one 
day to be placed upon this bed of lan- 
guſhing, as the gate that leads to death; 
and if we can be cool and diſpaſſionate 


enough now to anticipate a little, what 


will 
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will be our feelings then? does not 
nature herſelf, and the very firſt ele- 
ments of our being, ſtart forward, and 
graſp at every thing that may alleviate 
ſuch terrors? — Terrors from which, 
there never was that man upon earth, 
unleſs ſupported by religious conſider- 
ations, that was exempt.—No ;- nor 
never will be, while human nature 
continues what it is. — Believe me, not 
the apathy of ſtoiciſm, nor the hardi- 
neſs of atheiſm, and the moſt abandoned 


infidelity have ever held out againſt 
this ſhock. | 


Does it not therefore infinitely con- 
cern us to liſten to what our own rea- 
ſon, and the word of God is daily 
ſuggeſting to us, to leſſen the weight 
of this dreadful evil? 


F or 
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For God has not been ſo unmerciful 
to us, as to expoſe us to ſuch a con- 
dition, and to leave us in it deſperate 
and without a remedy, He has pro- 
vided a remedy ;—nature herſelf has 
ever ſeen part of it.— Revelation has 
diſcovered it all—hung it up in open 
day- light to every diſciple of Chriſt— 
and every moment calls, ſolicits, and 
invites us to attend to it. And what 
is it? Faith in Chriſt; - producing, by 
the grace of God, a good life; - exem- 
plified, by ſhewing mercy to the poor. 
The ſcriptures, very remarkably ſum- 
ming up the whole of our duty, and 
concentering the whole of our conſo- 
lations ariſing from reflections on the 
faithful diſcharge of it, in the ſingle 
point of Charity.—Commanding our 
moſt ſerious obedience to it here, and 
turning, in a manner, the whole of our 

vol, Li acquittal 
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acquittal or condemnation hereafter, 
upon this great article, 


And if thele be the works produced 
and ſanctified by their proper principle, 
the love of God, diretted in the way 
of God's appointment, according to the 
various exigencies and neceſſities of our 
fellow-cteatures ; if theſe be the works 
concerning which the grand enquiry 
will be made at that awful aſſize, how 
powerfully muſt the conſcience operate 
from a retroſpect on our conduct herein? 
and how certainly, from a regular and 
conſcientious diſcharge of this great duty 
muſt ariſe our expectations of the love 
and favour of God, our hope and con- 
fidence in this laſt extremity. Then 
blefſed beyond meaſure 2s he that conſi- 
dereth the poor and needy: the Lord 
well ne him upon the bed of lan- 

guſhing : 
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guiſhing : thou wilt make all his bed in 
has ſickneſs. 


Upon this excellent argument did the 
Plalmiſt reſt his exhortation to charity 
in general ; upon this likewiſe do I with 
to reſt the ſucceſs of this day's applica- 
tion, for this Charity in particular.— 
Here it were eaſy to be eloquent: but 
I am perſuaded, there 1s not one per- 
ſon here preſent that does not ſeel the 
weight of it; bending down his atten- 
tion, and captivating his foul to it, with 
an energy ſurpaſſing the eloquence of 
angels.—Think what 1t muſt be to have 
God make all our bed in our fickneſs— 
to have the ghaſlly form of pain and 
ſickneſs ſmoothed down into lovelineſs 
and beauty—think what it muſt be to be 
privileged with St. Stephen in our laſt 
moments, to look up to heaven, and 


LES: {ee 
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ſee Jeſus ſtanding at the right-hand of 


God, ready to receive you.—Harder 
than the nether mill-ſtone muſt that 
heart be that yields not to theſe im- 
preſſions ;—that feels not that this is 
the treaſure, that neither ruſt nor moth 
doth corrupt, nor thieves break through 
and ſteal, Let us, therefore, not be 
weary in well-doing : the lips of truth 
have ſaid it, —hereafter we ſhall reap, 
if we faint not; the bread which we 
thus caſt upon the waters, we ſhall find 
it again, though after many days.—— 


After many days ! alas! how much 


ſooner may we ſtand in need of it ?— 
that dreadful neceſſity may arrive to 
many of us, and muſt, to ſome of us, 
ſooner than we are apt to imagine.— 
This may be our laſt—let us now a- 
bound in this labour of love, while 


we have time and opportunity. 
on 
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You that have children to whom 
God has given a heart, and means to 
bring them up in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord, O think, of the 
animating hopes that are now glowing 
in your boſoms, from the benefits ye 
expect both to yourſelves and them; 
from training them up in the way 
that they ſhould go in humble con- 
fidence, that when they are old, they 
will not depart from it; direct theſe 
feelings to theſe poor children, in ſome 
ſmall proportion ;—return back to God 
the bounty of his providence to you, 
in liberality to them ;—and impart, in 
ſome degree, the means of the ſame 
ineſtimable advantages ;—for your own 
ſakes, for the public, for God's ſake. 
Be aſſured, that the angels of theſe 
little ones, which our Saviour tells us, 
do always behold the face of our Fa- 


ther 
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ther which is in heaven, are ready ta 
carry up the memorial of it, and to 
record iti the book of life. 


May e our hearts be truly affected with 
theſe awful encouragements to this and 
every other kind of charity; that finally, 
under thoſe inevitable calamities of hu · 
man nature, ſickneſs, and death, we 
may experience the comfort, and en- 
livening efficacy of this gracious de- 


claration. Look !— whatſoever he 
layeth out, it ſhall be paid him again. 
e 
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——— $0 SOON PASSETH IT AWAY; 
AND WE ARE GONE, 


0 CH lamentation did Moſes, the 
author of this pſal 


Alm, pour out over 
the fleeting and tranſitory condition of 
mortality.—Impraſed » with that awſul 
ſentence uſt unced by God at 
Kadeſh- barnea, upon that faithleſs and 
perverſe generation, whoſe guide and 
conductor he had been appointed, he 
weeps bitterly: - and ſurveying that 
vaſt multitude around him, and conſi- 
dering that none of them, two only 

VoI. II. Mm excepted, 
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excepted, ſhould enter into the land 
of promiſe ;—that within the [pace of 
forty years, all their carcaſes ſhould be 
ſcattered in the wilderneſs, he breaks 
out into the tendereſt and moſt com- 
paſſionate reflections on the ſhortneſs 
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and uncertainty of this life; —and in- 
dicates with the warmeſt perſuaſion, 
the proviſion we ought to make for 
that which is to come. Thou turneſt 
men to deſtruction :—as ſoon as thou 
| ſeattereſt them, they are even as a ſleep, 
| and fade away ſuddenly like the graſs. 
| So ſoon paſſeth it away, and we are gone! 
So teach us to number our days, that 
we may apply our hearts unto wiſdom. 


And what truth is there, in the whole 
compals of nature, that we are more 
convinced of than . ?— What mo- 

ment 
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not ſeal the teſtimony of it as it flies ;— — 
that does not ſtamp the impreſſion - 
and i inforce the remembrance of it upon 
our minds ?—Is there a ſimilitude, under 
which che ſcriptures, and the writings 
of wile men have, repreſented, it, that 
our awn experience. has not illuſtrated . 


+ 4910 


and realized 97. cometh up and 1s. 
cut down. like a fower, he feel. as D 
were a ſhadow, and never continueth 
in one ſtay.— A poſt that haſteth by, 
Surfter than a rweaver's fhuttle':—a va- 
pour, that | appeareth for a little lime, 
and then vanyſheth away; . 


* 


Significant images! that ſhew us 
our condition; and whoſe ſtriking ana- 
logy, operating upon che feelings of 
man in that moſt important circum- 
ſlance, his momentary continuance here, 
perform 
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perform their office without one ſingle 
obſtacle. 


That we know it, and acknowledge it; 
hear the complaints and lamentations 
of men on the account of it: ve 
want not to be perſuaded of it, nor is 
it with this view that I have now en- 
tered upon the ſubje& :—it is to ſhew 
the extreme danger and folly of miſ- 
employing a moment of this ſcanty 
portion. ph 


And I hope to give ſome weight, and 
advantage to the argument, by urging 
it to your conſideration at this parti- 
cular ſeaſon, that opens to us the New 
Year *;—For is there a perſon here 
upon whom this circumſtance has not 
already begun to operate in a command 

— © : 


F This Sermon was preached an New-years-day, 
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to think upon the ſhortneſs of human 
life, — to look back upon the paſt with, 
many. a falling tear; and to look for- 
ward to what infinite mercy may pleaſe 
to grant, with piety and godly reſo- 
lutions,-Your own reflections there - 
fore have gone before me on this o- 
caſion, and the feelings of your own, 
minds ſtand forth with the warmeſt 
energy to give a friendly reception 
to the conſiderations I ſhall venture to 
lay before you. 


The danger and folly of miſemploy - 
ing a moment of this ſcanty portion, 
will appear by repreſenting how, much 
depends upon it our all,—our whole 
intereſt in eternity. 


Our time is the precious talent com- 


mitted to us by God, in order to fit 
and 
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and prepare ourſelves for that eternal 
ſtate; by the practice of ſuch duties, 
as he has been pleafed to appoint. 
Let us therefore take a ſhort furvey 
of our duty: ſee how ſerious, and 
extenſive, and with all, how reaſonable 
it is; —and reflect alittle how critical 
our ſituation is from this ſhortneſs, and 
uncertainty of our time Which, when 
once paſt, is for ever irrecoverable. 


We are ſent into this world to im- 
prove, exalt, and perſect our nature ;— 
to advance the glory of God, and 
the welfare and happineſs of our fellow 
creatures.—To love the Lord our God 
with all our hearts, with all our ſoul, 
and with all our ſtrength, and our neigli- 
bour as ourſelves ;—to keep the mind 
under a continual impreſſion, and awe 

of 
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of the unlimitted preſence of God ;— 
of what we owe to him, as our Creator, 
our Redeemer, our Preſerver, SanRifier, 
and judge: — Faith, Love, Devotion, 
Heavenly-mindedneſs Wich reſpect 
to the world, to abound in the prac- 
tice of juſtice, Charity, unreſtrained 
Benevolence: — loving one another as 
Chriſt hath loved us; and ſtudying every 
method of doing good to our fellow- 
creatures.—And with reſpett to  our- 
lelves—to practice contentedneſs, tem- 
perance, ſobriety, chaſtity.— Theſe, di- 
verſified, and extended through every 
particular duty that ariſes from theſe 
three great relations, are the things 
commanded us to perform, If we. wall 
enter into life, we muſt keep theſe 


commandments ; ſo has God declared 
to us. 
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And 
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And if this be inſufficient to deter- 
mine our practice, look at Religion 


e s , rn wa FT uy; ' ws 
in another view :—ſee its eternal rea- 


ſohableneſs ih itſelf:— the neceſſity of 
obeying its precepts, in order to be 


qualified to enjoy its fewards. For we 


are intended to /ee God as he 25;— 
to be admitted one day into his glorious 
preſence, and to ſpend an eternity in 
praiſes, adorations, and thankſgivings 
to him that ſitteth upon the throne, 
and to the Lamb for ever and ever: in 
this is to conſiſt one part of our bliſs. 
The ſoul is formed upon ſuch prin- 


eiples, as to be capable of happineſs 


no other way: its propenſities, its feel- 
ings even here demonſtrate this con- 
tinually the vanity of every thing 
about us to ſupply our defects, and 
compleat our happineſs, is a convinc- 

| ing 
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ing proof to us, that theſe things have 
nothing to do vith our real good.— 
And the unmixed and unrivalled plea- 
ſures that flow into the mind when her 
hopes and meditations are fixed upon 
her proper object, are a demonſtration 
that theſe are her treaſurers; and that 
on theſe ſhould be fixed her aflections. 
And we find by experience, that the 
moment we leek for happineſs in any 
thing beſide, we are loſt, bewildered, 
and miſerable.— The moment we return 
into the paths of religion, our tranqui- 
lity is reſtored—joy, aſſurance, delight 
ſpring up before us ;— ig health to our 
navel, and marrow to our bones ;—and 
it has ever been the voice of experience 
not leſs than the declaration of ſcrip- 
ture, Health is ſprung up for the r1ght- 
eous, and joyful gladneſs for ſuch as arc 
true-hearted : a natural proof to us of 

Vor. II, N n the 
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the purity, and abſtracted nature of 
the happineſs for which we are intended. 
And I am ſure, it is a perpetual call 
upon us to attend to all the duties of 
the Chriſtian life, which are but the 
' ſeveral ſteps by which we are to arrive 
at this final perfettion.—And it declares 
to us aloud, —that nothing can be pleaſ- 
ing to God, or beneficial to ourſelves, 
but pure religion, and undefiled before 


God;—religion flowing from the heart, 
ſincere, regular, conſiſtent. 


The analogy between our duty, and 
our happineſs is, you ſee, ſtriking :— 
religion is urged upon us by the nature 
of things; its neceſlity 1s proved by the 
experience, and feelings of the mind ;— 
and by the natural effects of it, in de- 
termining our happineſs through every 


period of our exiſtence. 
But 
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But of what infinite concern is it to 
us that ſuch ſhould be our perſuaſions 
and our prattice; and in order to be 
ſafe herein, that we ſet about it imme- 
diately.--For who is there that can in- 
fallibly aſſure himſelf, that to him is 
not ſaid—that in him ſhall not be ful- 
filled Thon fool, this night ſhall thy 
foul be required of thee S And yet it is 


upon this uncertain precarious tenure, 


that we hold our life, the only ſeaſon 


in which this great atchievement 1s to 
be periormed, 


It is indeed a great and moſt exten- 
five work;—and upon what a dreadful 
uncertainty hangs the important period 
that may be allotted us in which to 


finiſh it !—Have ye ever conſidered it 


coolly and diſpaſſionately? The next 
moment the door may be ſhut, and ad- 
Nn2 mittance 


272 SERMON XI. 
mittance to the marriage-ſeaſt of the 


Lamb for ever denied us. Our lamps 
were not ready for us to attend the 
bridal ſolemnity. 


What ſort of eſlimation ought we to 
make of every moment of this tranſi- 
tory period ?—1s it prudence to wiſh it 
away? can we be lo loſt to every idea 
of duty, every wiſh for happineſs, as 
that it can hang heavy upon our hands. 


What muſt be our idea of thoſe num- 
berleſs expedients of diverſion. and en- 
tertainment that ſin and folly are daily 
inventing, and enticing us into this great 
ſcene of vanity and diſſipation, to get 
rid of it? And we are ſadly enticed: 
But what conduct can be imagined ſo 
prepoſterous ?—We look upon ſolitude» 
retirement, and opportunities for ſerious 
meditation, 
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meditation, ta be the curſe of our con- 
dition; and ſet out upon this principle, 
our time 1s our greateſt enemy—it muſt 
be ſubdued and deſtroyed, at any rate; 
and yet there is no work, nor device, 
nor knowledge in the grave whither 
thou goeſt ;—we are haſtening to the 
grave—our life is a continual journey 
to it, ſhorter or longer, as it ſhall pleaſe 
the divine wiſdom ;—and many times, 
when we think ourſelves far from it, 
ve may be making haſty ſtrides to it.— 
To miſemploy one moment of it, is, in 
the accumulative expreſſion of Solo- 


mon, the fooliſhneſs of folly. 


But ſhort as our time is, it has one 
dreadful attribute more: — it is irre- 


coverable. Honours, riches, reputa- 
tion, health, dear and precious as they 
are, when loſt may poſſibly be re- 

covered 
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covered by us;—but the moments we 
have loſt, are loſt for ever. —Thoſe 
moments, ſo many means of ſalvation, 
that we ſquander away with ſo much 
prodigality, return no more !—Whuilſt 
we, under the dominion of fin and folly, 
ignorant of their value and infinite im- 
portance, are throwing away rubies and 
diamonds: treaſures, which the whole 
world cannot purchaſe. 


If we conſider our duty in that perfect 
degree, and in that wide extent, in which 
the holy ſcriptures, and our own reaſon 
repreſent and enforce it upon us; were 
we certain of reaching the longeſt pe- 
riod of human life, we ſhould find it 
infinitely too ſhort to finiſh the great 
work that is upon our hands. To poſ- 
ſefs our minds effectually with the 
knowledge and love of God, and our 

= Redeemer 
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Redeemer Jeſus Chriſt, and to transform 
them into a divine nature and fimili- 
tude ;—we ſhould find it infinitely too 
ſhort to ſubdue and eradicate all out 
corrupt paſſions and ſinful habits, to 
diveſt ourſelves of our inordinate af- 
fection for the world and its pleaſures; 
felf-love—and our fondneſs, and un- 
reaſonable defire of life. We ſhould 
find it infinitely too ſhort to acquit 
ourſelves well in all the duties of civil, 
ſocial, and domeſtic life ;—to be good 
ſubjects, good citizens, exemplary in 
the conjugal character, good parents, 
good maſters of families, educating our 
children in the principles of true re- 
ligion, bringing them up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord, and teach- 
ing our ſervants, and thoſe under our 
influence and authority, the fear of | 
God.—In one word, ſo to demean our- 


{elves 
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ſelves in every relation, that at the 
cloſe of life, a ſerious and impartial 
retroſpe& upon the paſt, may fill us 


' with the moſt animating hopes, and 


encourage us to look forward with joy 
on what is to come ;—to look through 
the gloom and melancholy of the day 
of old age and ſickneſs, and the hour 
of death, with an aſſurance of a cove- 
nanted title to what Chriſt has done 
and ſuffered for us, into that light and 
glory where we ſhall ſhine as the ſtars 
in the firmament for ever and ever. 


I ſay theſe great, and various duties, 
together with that conſtant repentance 
of our ſins, which ought—which muſt 
occupy a great part of every day of 
@ur lives, we ſhall certainly find ſo ſe- 


rious and important, that the longeſt 
life will be far too ſhort to finiſh them, 


as 
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as we ſhall one day, though perhaps 
too late, wiſh we had. NM 


But if, on the other hand, we reflect 
upon what has been ſuggeſted in the 
foregoing part of this diſcourſe, That 
our life is but a vapour that appeareth 
for a little time, and then vaniſheth away; 
if we conſider that we know not, but 
that we may now be abuſing the very 
laſt moment of an ill-ſpent life ;—that 
even this, which is to be meaſured by 
the next throbbing of the heart, is to 
be the awful one that cloſes this earthly 
ſcene, and finiſhes our time of proba. 
tion ;—1if we thus conſider, and conſi- 
der with all, that this is no improbable 
event—that it happens every day to 
many—and that no man can have the 
leaſt aſſurance that it ſhall not be his 
caſe ;—what further arguments can we 

Vol. II. O © want, 
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want, to perſuade us to a ſuitable and 
correſpondent practice? What more 
powerful motive can be addreſſed to us 
to engage us to make haſte, and to 
prolong not the time to keep God's 
commandments ?—even to-day to hear 
bis voice, and not to harden our hearts. 
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